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GOOD NEWS AT BROWARD COLLEGE
October 28, 2008
College mission statement review process
I am pleased to be able to tell you that we are making good progress in reviewing the college’s mission statement and core values.  Since we are now designated as a Level II institution as granting baccalaureate degrees, SACS requires that we review the current mission statement to maintain compliance with the Principles of Accreditation.  

The process will involve the entire college community including the District Board of Trustees, faculty, staff and students.  To date, brainstorming sessions have been conducted during a faculty focus group and a management leadership team workshop. The Board will participate in a visioning workshop on October 29th, and members of the college community will participate in a mission review workshop on November 18th.  In early 2009, it is my plan to hold open forums on the campuses to present the revised mission and core values statements to receive input.  
I hope that you will participate when called upon to ensure that this is an open and broad-based process for the entire college.  Once new mission statement and value statements are adopted, we can begin the long-range planning process to achieve the college’s vision for the future.

College Academy @ BC has outstanding record again this year
The College Academy@BC once again has an extraordinary record of student achievement; 100 percent of the 2008 class earned a high school diploma and 87 percent earned an AA degree; 100 percent qualified for the Bright Futures scholarship, and 62 percent had a GPA above 3.25.  The class ranked number 1 in the county on the PSAT last year and first in the county on the Science FCAT, as well as the SAT and ACT this year.  The class numbered 142 students who earned $3.7 million in scholarships.  The current class of 162 students is ranked first in the county on the PSAT.  

Additional information about Emergency Management grant from US DOE 

As you will recall from last month’s update, the college has been awarded close to $500,000 for an Emergency Management for Higher Education grant for a collegwide all-hazard emergency management plan. I thought you would like to know a little more about the application and award process.  This was a competitive grant based on working within the framework of four phases of emergency management: prevention/mitigation, preparedness, response and recovery.  The federal government made more than $5 million available for grant awards, anticipating 18 successful applicants; 259 institutions applied nationwide and Broward College was one of only eight institutions named as a recipient.      

Samuels South Campus students will participate in United Ways’ Day of Caring

Twenty-two students from the Judson A. Samuels South Campus will represent the college at United Way’s 17th Annual Day of Caring event on Friday, October 24th.  The students who volunteered their time to the day-long event represent several campus clubs and organizations.  They have committed their time and effort to renovate, paint and clean the Hispanic Unity of Florida facility in Hollywood.

Broward College hosted Broward Days Workshop with presenter Barbara Cohen Pippin 
On October 22nd the college hosted a 2-1/2 hour Appropriations Workshop for Broward Days with Barbara Cohen Pippin as the presenter.  The workshop was entitled “Developing practical strategies when they say there is no money,” and addressed the issue of learning how to negotiate your way through the appropriations process in a tight budget year.  The workshop was well attended.

Pass rate for RN licensure exam out-shines Florida State and national average
The nursing graduates of the college have again performed outstandingly on the national licensure examination for certification.  Figures just released indicate that the pass rate from January through September 2008 exceeds the state average by 15 percentage points and the national average by 13 percentage points.  Broward College RN graduates had a pass rate that exceeds 90 percent. 

Composer and Professor Kenneth R. Benoit recipient of award
Dr. Kenneth Benoit recently was chosen as an ASCAPLUS Award recipient in the Concert Music Division.  These awards are made by the American Society of Composers, Authors and Publishers.  They reflect the society’s commitment to assist and encourage ASCAP composers.  The award is granted by an independent panel and is based upon the unique prestige value of each writer’s catalog of original compositions as well as recent performances.  The independent panel members for this award were: JoAnn Falletta, conductor of the Buffalo Philharmonic and Virginia Symphony orchestras, H Robert Reynolds, Professor Emeritus at the University of Michigan, and Steve Smith, music editor for Time Out NY and classical music critic for the New York Times.
