GOOD NEWS AT BROWARD COLLEGE

February 24, 2009
SACS Update

The Commission on Colleges of the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools Substantive Change Committee has received the college’s documents in preparation for their visit on March 23 -25.  As you know, the focus of their visit will be on the baccalaureate teacher education program.  This past month two information presentations in preparation for the visit were given by academic affairs; the first was at the February 19 Faculty Senate meeting and second was at the February 20 Learning Council meeting.  There is a SACS Information Tool Kit that contains a series of facts about the process and the BS program that will be available shortly, and will be posted on the Broward College website.  Everyone in the college family will want to acquaint themselves with the information in the tool kit.  
College hosts second ACS Relay for Life
The college's second Relay for Life will be an 18-hour, overnight event on March 27-28, returning to the Judson A. Samuels South Campus' lakeside walking path. The theme will be "A Night at the Movies" and the evening's activities will make participants feel as though they're at an old-fashioned drive-in movie -- without the cars. Beneficiary of the event is the American Cancer Society.

Language of Inclusion Day
The first “Language of Inclusion Day” was held on Friday, February 20 at the A. Hugh Adams Central Campus. This unique event, sponsored by the Equity Committee, Human Resources, and Student Life, was open to the community.  President Armstrong opened the program.

The guest speaker was Dr. Joe Feagin, professor of sociology at Texas A & M University and co-author of the recent book “Two-Faced Racism—Whites in the Backstage and Frontstage.” There were also concurrent workshops on diversity-related issues presented by Broward College professors Dr. Pedro Oliveira and Maria Bernal-Dobek, as well as a session on “The Effects of Hip-Hop on Popular Culture” by Lasana Hotep. Vendor displays, a book-signing by Dr. Feagin and lunch were also on the agenda for the event.  Dr. Feagin is one of the foremost authorities on systemic racism and discrimination. “Language of Inclusion Day” was presented as part of the Black History Month celebration at Broward College.

Human Resources Division launches Online Applicant Tracking System

The process of applying for a job at Broward College will now be easier than ever, thanks to a new online applicant tracking system that benefits the applicant, the college and the environment. It will enhance our capacity to communicate with applicants and help us attract, develop and retain a talented and diverse workforce.
Broward College receives between 15 and 20 thousand applications for employment annually. For example, the school conducts about 40 faculty searches every year, resulting in an average of 50 to 60 qualified applicants for each position. With every application packet running to many pages of documents, the result was also a mountain of paper before the system went totally electronic. The online process helps the college screen applicants faster for eligibility, reducing the time it takes to hire someone and lowering the chances that he or she will be lost to competitors. Those who are not qualified can more quickly get an e-mail letting them know that they have not been selected. People can also monitor their own applications online. This first phase of the new system includes full-time employees. The next phase will extend the process to adjunct faculty members and part-time employees and incorporate the background check required for recommended hires.  The third phase will involve the potential for uploading records to the CID system. 
Samuels South Campus Fine Arts Professor to present at national conference
Samuels South Campus art professor Kyra Belan, whose current solo exhibition titled “Mother Earth, Thought Woman: Mixed Media Installations” showing at the Art Gallery till the end of the month, has been selected as a panel chair and a presenter at the 97th Annual College Art Association Conference in Los Angeles, later this week. Her panel is titled "Mothers of Innovation II: Exploring Mixed Media, New Media." She is presenting a paper about the installation at the Broward College's Art Gallery on South Campus. The CAA conference is the largest art conference worldwide and will have more than 5,000 members attending. Dr.Belan's paper and panel will be featured in the publication called "CAA Abstracts" and online.

On March 7th, Dr. Belan will lecture at the Coral Springs Museum of Art about her book, "Madonnas from Medieval to Modern," published by Parkstone Press. 

Broward College grad and professor’s son soloist at Mendelssohn Festival

Less than a year after graduating from Broward College, 19-year-old Christopher Ohanian, of Sunrise, has stayed very, very busy. After graduation, he attended the Brevard Music School in North Carolina, and then started the fall term at Florida Atlantic University. This month, he was a featured soloist for several performances of Mendelssohn’s “Piano Concerto No. 1 in G Minor, Opus 25” with Miami’s Walenstein Symphony Orchestra. His performance was part of a Mendelssohn festival commemorating the 200th anniversary of the composer's birth.

Ohanian performed at the Broward Center for the Performing Arts and the Julius Littman Performing Arts Theater in North Miami Beach. Both performances were under the direction of Carlos Riazuelo, orchestral director of Florida International University.

Ohanian, who began his piano studies at age 6, was home schooled and began attending Broward College as a dually enrolled student in his junior year of high school. His father, 
Dr. Michael Ohanian, is a senior professor of mathematics at the Adams Central Campus and recipient of the Donald Goldsmith Endowed Teaching Chair.
First Decade celebration of Science Wall of Fame at Samuels South Campus

The Samuels South Campus family recently celebrated the first decade of its Science Wall of Fame. Several of the brightest stars on the wall were there to celebrate, too.
 The Wall of Fame exemplifies the college’s commitment to excellence and honors graduates who make a mark in their communities. A group of science and wellness faculty created the original criteria for the Wall of Fame award in 1998 – honorees must have completed at least 30 hours of credit at Broward, and must have attended science classes at the Samuels South Campus. One honoree is named annually in the fall, and a luncheon is held in his or her honor. Honorees’ pictures and biographies are displayed prominently in Building 69.

The first recipient was selected in 1999 – Ingrid Christene Forbes, who went on to become a food chemist. Other honorees have gone on to careers in medicine, pharmacy, economics and a variety of scientific fields. Forbes, Mark Sinclair, a third-year medical student at the University of Miami, Rhoda Davis, a registered nurse and nursing administrator and Sonia Tamoliunas, a respiratory therapist, returned to campus to attend the celebration.

Men’s basketball team finishes #2 in Southern Conference

Broward College’s men’s basketball team finished its regular season with a 13-11 record, finishing second in the Southern Conference of the Florida Community College Activities Association. They are waiting to find out when, where and against whom they’ll play their first postseason game. The state tournament will be March 5-7 at Chipola College.

Broward is ranked tenth in the current FCCAA rankings and several players are listed among the top 50 in the nation in individual categories. They are led by Kevin Bristol, a freshman center from Miami who is 11th nationally in individual blocks, averaging 3.3 per game, and 28th nationally in rebounds, averaging 9.4 per game.  Ryan Davis, a freshman guard from Queens, N.Y., is averaging 5.47 assists per game, 40th nationally and ranks 46th in steals with 2.39 per game. David Brown, a freshman wing/guard from Margate, ranks 41st nationally in 3-point field goal percentage, with 44.3 percent, and Devyn Erwin, a freshman forward from Albany, N.Y., is averaging 1.68 blocks per game, 47th nationally.
Professor awarded doctoral degree

A. Hugh Adams Central Campus Business Administration Assistant Professor Cathy
Montesarchio has successfully defended her dissertation and was awarded the degree of Doctor of Philosophy in Global Leadership from Lynn University on February 20, 2009.

Cathy has a master's degree in accounting from Nova Southeastern University, and has been a CPA for almost nine years.  She has also served as the Phi Beta Lambda adviser on the Adams Central Campus for more than seven years.  She has always been available to her students, PBL, her department, her campus and the college. 
College Goal Sunday

The college hosted College Sunday, a free program that provides information and assistance for families in applying for financial aid, on Saturday, February 21.  Preliminary numbers indicate that close to 800 students and parents attended the event.  Workshops were held in English, Spanish and Creole; 80 volunteers from the college’s Office of Student Financial Aid and from FAU gathered at the Adams Central Campus to assist the prospective students. Because of the number of participants, a second scholarship workshop, a third workshop in English and a second workshop in Spanish were added.  The first step in the process in applying for grants, scholarships, loans and work-study is filling out the FASFA.  The workshops were given first, and then the students could stay in the same room and fill out the FAFSA with hands-on assistance from the volunteers.

Broward College student athletes participate in United Way fundraiser

Broward College student athletes participated in the United Way 5k run on February 21.  They arrived before 7am and ran the distance in Broward College shirts to represent the students of their College.  The students had a great time and loved the workout--which is something they do frequently as student athletes.

