From: 
President Armstrong

To:
BCC

Date: 
June 20, 2008

Subject: 
Update from the President

There is always much to be proud of at the college that is the result of all your good efforts.  Today, I want to tell you about more of them.

Late Tuesday afternoon, I received word from Dr. Belle Wheelan, President of the Commision on Colleges, that our application for accreditation of online degrees had been granted.  BCC will offer online degrees in the following areas: AA degree in Liberal Arts, AS and AAS degrees in Accounting and Business Administration, and four technical certificates.  We are close to having several more degrees available online.  The college’s fully online degree programs provide flexibility in achieving a higher education to our diverse community of learners that we have never been able to offer to them before!

This month the first meeting of the Broward Community College Council on the Social Status of Black Men and Boys was held.  Our council is the first community-college-based council to be formed.  Hopefully, others across the state will follow.

We are a partner with the statewide council which has just completed its first year of operation under the chairmanship of Trustee Levi Williams.
I am making the work of our council a priority of the college.  We need to find ways to reach these young men, and to get a message of hope and opportunity to them.  We will first take a look internally and see what is in place and is working already.  All of our student success initiatives should apply to this population as soon as we get them in the door.  I will give you periodic updates on the progress of the council as we move forward.  Members of the council are Adrian Carter, Winston Thompson, Herm Baine, Carlton Byrd, Lloyd Holness, Edward Key, Lulrick Balzora, Willie Alexander, Elijah Brown, Donald Cleveland, Masi James, Vernon Jones, George Stalliard, Albert Smith, Norm Seavers and Beau Mitchell.  Others may soon be joining.

To read more about the council, click the link here: http://www.broward.edu/student/AnnouncementsStudent/page20741.html
In a related matter, each June the publication Diverse Issues in Higher Education does a national survey of the number of degrees awarded to minorities.  I am pleased to announce that following a long tradition of placing in the top ten of these institutions, this year BCC is #3 in the nation in granting degrees to minorities.  We are #4 in granting associate degrees to African American men and women and #9 in granting degrees to Hispanic students.  Of the 28 colleges in the Florida Community College system, only nine made it into the top 100 schools.

Part of increasing the numbers of minority and other students at the college is to reach out to them so they know the resources that are available at BCC.  We are always looking for cost-effective communication tools that carry our message of opportunity.

We are currently in a 90-day pilot program that utilizes our e-mail system, by “wrapping” each e-mail in an interactive graphic.  Currently, we plan to wrap only external e-mails.  We, as the sender, never see the wrap; only the person who receives the e-mail sees it, so you would write your e-mails as you normally would.  

During the pilot program, at the top of the wrap, we are rotating the highlights of the Marine Engineering, Professional Pilot, Automotive, and Air Traffic Control programs, as well as the e-Learning@BCC courses.  To highlight a program, it must have a strong presence on our website.  On the left side of the page, we highlight academic excellence, our affordable tuition, and transfer and career degrees available at the college.
We plan to go “live” with the wrap next week.  To take a look at the interactive wrap, click on this link http://www.broward.edu/PresidentDistrictBoard/wrapmail/  Click on the wrap itself, to see how the different links work.
The college continues to face challenging funding issues.  Our current budget, keeps our positions safe and students and faculty in the classroom as well as keeping our commitment as a student- and learning-centered institution.  I have asked our CFO, Bill Pennell to chair an ad hoc collegewide Cost Effectiveness Committee to continue to look at ongoing opportunities to reduce costs at the college.  I have also charged the committee to look at strategies that encourage more revenue generation through entrepreneurial activities for the college.  Bill has a great committee with all the campuses represented that includes faculty,  PTS members, members of  the finance team, our three campus business deans, and representatives from academic and student affairs as well as IT. I look forward to seeing the results of their good work.
Late last month BCC and FAU joined together to celebrate their partnership at the dedication of the Downtown Plaza at the Willis Holcombe Center.  Chancellor Holcombe was present as well as FAU President Frank Brogan, our Board of Trustees Chair Lourdes Garrido, and FAU’s Board Chair Nancy Blosser.  We had a “standing-room only” audience, and we were all very glad that most of them were under our BCC Student Activities tents, when a light rain began fall.  It came at just the right time – just as the remarks from the podium were over.  Many of our retired BCC employees were there.  To read the full story and see photos from the event, click on the link below. 

http://www.broward.edu/student/AnnouncementsStudent/page20595.html
Early this week more than 100 guests from business and education gathered at Broward Community College’s North Campus in Coconut Creek for a historic groundbreaking celebration. Construction is now underway for the Junior Achievement World Huizenga Center at BCC, a facility that will serve an estimated 65,000 fifth- and eighth-grade students annually, who will learn real-world financial lessons about the free enterprise system in a state-of-the-art setting.  Board Vice Chair Paul Tanner spoke about what remarkable job of collaboration of community assets this Junior Achievement building is, with BCC, Broward County Schools, and business and industry leaders all working together to make it a reality.  He mentioned special thanks to Marti and Wayne Huizenga for their vision and financial support of the Junior Achievement philosophy and facility.

To see photos of the ground breaking and read more about the event, click on this link:
http://www.broward.edu/student/AnnouncementsStudent/page20779.html
On a more personal note, Catherine Quinlan has been kind enough to share her retiree’s newsletter, “Broward Community College Continuing Contacts” with the college.  It is a wonderful way for us to keep in touch.  If you would like to read about your retired colleagues, including Shirley Boudousquie, Marilyn Draizen, Joe Forte, Agnes Lisandrillo, and many others, click on this link: http://www.broward.edu/employeeIntranet/AnnouncementsEmployee/page20742.html 
I will continue to provide you with the link for each of the newsletters that Catherine sends to us.

My best to all of you.

