



General Education Task Force Meeting

Friday, November 12, 2004
North Campus: 46-144
M I N U T E S

Members Present: Steve Obenauf (Chair), Patrick Ellingham, Debbie Sloan, Winston Thompson, Jane Treptow, Xiao Wang
I. Chair Obenauf called to order at 2:10 p.m.
II. A motion was made and seconded to approve the minutes from the November 3, 2004 meeting with minor spelling corrections.

III. The chair reported to that group that he had sent out an email to all members of the faculty and administration requesting that they provide input to the Task Force on the competencies and skills they believe courses in their discipline areas provide, along with documentation from course outlines showing where the competencies are provided within the course.  
There was some discussion of the requested January 15th deadline for submission of materials.  Chair Obenauf noted he was willing to be flexible if needed, but had set an early deadline in the hopes of keeping our work moving forward in a timely manner.  He noted that while the collegewide professional development day on February 25th was a good opportunity for discipline-wide discussion, he was concerned about the Task Force being able to take that input, decide on changes to general education, inform the college of the proposed changes and get feedback, and then finalize the changes before term II final exams begin late in April.
IV. The chair asked the members to review and share their thoughts on the feedback on assessment that was received from faculty and administrators at the August College Wide Meeting.  He informed the group that he had split the original document into three (direct assessment, indirect assessment, and comments on the general education review process itself) and created categories within each to organize the material for a more easy review.  
As in previous meetings, members noted their belief that portfolios would be valuable for our students.  It was noted that there is a state system, “FACTS”, currently in place and that Russ Adkins and Patti Barney are currently reviewing this.  The Chair will invite Russ Adkins to our January meeting to share information on the state’s portfolio system.  Pat Ellingham said that it would be valuable for students to be able to review their accumulating materials via computer in a manner similar to how faculty review their professional development now.  It would also be valuable for faculty to be able to review the work of students in their class to see missing areas, assess quality, see improvement over time, ect.  Who could have access and how would have to be addressed.  A 1-credit course or workshop on portfolio development might be needed, perhaps added on to ENC1101.  The question was asked as to whether older or returning student do a portfolio and how we might deal work or experience they had prior to enrolling at BCC.  
Co-curricular transcripts were also discussed.  It was noted that simulations and situational dilemmas could be good tools for assessing competencies like ethics.  Capstone courses or capstone projects were touched on, and structuring these to demonstrate competencies; once again perhaps as a 1-hour course.  Extracurricular learning and service learning were also touched on.  It was noted that perhaps these could be an optional part of an existing course like the writing option.  Concerns about changing course outlines in various disciplines were shared, the extent of those changes, and “buy-in” by faculty and students.  One member noted that “if people are going to ignore an outline, I’d rather it be an ambitious one”.
V. The chair directed the group’s attention to the handout with the draft schedule for term II meetings for the Task Force.  On the handout were also listed the dates of term II meetings of the Faculty Senate, The College Wide Professional Development Day, The Right Click Academy, Spring Break, and the Tech Expo and College Wide Faculty Meeting in April.  Task Force meeting dates were selected not to conflict with these.  Steve asked members on their thoughts about using Tigertail Lake as a meeting location.  The response was positive with regard to the site, the facilities, and the ability of members from different campuses and centers to drive there.  It was also noted that a site not on any of the major campuses might be regarded as more neutral.  Steve asked members were aware of any conflicts with the proposed dates.  Debbie Sloan indicated that the charging of Search Committees on various campuses in January could be a potential conflict, but those dates were not yet known.  The chair stated that he would be sending the schedule out by email to members who could not be in attendance today before finalizing the schedule.  Once finalized, it will be posted to the General Education web site.
VI. With no further business to discuss, the meeting adjourned at 3:26 p.m.
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