
General Education Task Force Meeting

March 25, 2005

North Campus: 49-Provost’s Conference Room

M I N U T E S

Members Present: Steve Obenauf (Chair), Carlton Byrd, Patrick Ellingham, Ed Erazo, Deborah Hefferin, Jim Lansing, Barry Mowell, Sonia Nieves, Ken Ross, Winston Thompson, Jane Treptow

Ex Officio Present: Eileen Holden, B. G. Thompson

I. Chair Obenauf called the meeting to order at 2:20 p.m.

II. Approval of the minutes from March 3, 2005

A motion was made and seconded to approve the minutes as presented.

III. Steve Obenauf reported on two items from the March 24, 2005 Faculty Senate Meeting: The first was that at the previous meeting, Marty Peres proposed including the General Education Philosophy Statement in BCC’s Educational Master Plan. This has taken place after approval by the Senate and President’s Cabinet.  It has been placed on page 7.  The second item was a concern expressed about how we will change course outlines to ensure achieving competencies. It was noted that course outlines should be based on educational outcomes rather than instructional methodology.  There had also been a discussion of evaluating courses from competencies in the syllabus versus in the course outline.
IV. Competencies/grid analysis of disciplines
Steve asked the members present to split into groups by areas for approximately 15 minutes to analyze the input on the competencies grids which list the courses the Faculty and Associate Deans in various discipline areas from around the college felt accommodated each philosophy statement.

Area 1: Communications – Deb Hefferin, Pat Ellingham

Area 2: Humanities/Fine Arts – Ed Erazo, Jim Lansing

Area 3: Social/Behavioral Science – Sonia Nieves, Barry Mowell and Winston Thompson

Area 4: Natural Science/Wellness – Steve Obenauf, Carlton Byrd, Jane Treptow

Area 5: Mathematics – Ken Ross

After the group reconvened, several task force members expressed their concerns on some of the various competencies which disciplines were reported as possessing. It was agreed that unless these competencies are stated in the course outlines they should not be on the grid.   The committee also felt there may be some confusion with the faculty understanding this process and unless they can document the competencies in the new Gen Ed Philosophy statement are on their course outlines their courses will not be considered in the General Education requirements for Broward Community College. 

Chair Obenauf summed the discussions up by saying we can change the numbers on the grid if we are not comfortable with the input received and make sure this reflects what is actually happening and what we want as an institution.  The committee continued their discussions of their thoughts of how some disciplines could fit into some competencies.  Significant discussion took place with regard to the reporting of the “speak and listen effectively” competency in some disciplines.  A number of changes to the master grid were proposed and agreed to.  Some competencies received relatively few “hits”.  For these, Steve noted that as part of our final report the task force could make a formal recommendation to the college about improving our approach in competencies such as ethics and community service and the ways to achieve that could be done next year after our work is done. 
V. Review of core distribution and clusters
Steve talked about the handout “Creative alternatives around Florida” which reflects gen ed cores in Florida Community Colleges and Universities and how they go about it. A few looked more creative than others, therefore offering a venue of possibilities for us to consider.   
Chair Obenauf noted that it was time to make decisions about our core hours distribution and the division of courses into clusters.  The Task Force recapped the breakdown of current credits for each area:  Area 1 (9) credits; Area 2 (6) credits; Area 3 (6), Area 4, (8), Area 5, (7) credits.  The group was reminded that 6 hours of English and 6 hours of mathematics are mandated by the state and therefore must remain in the core.  The discussion would therefore center on the remaining 24 credit hours.
The group then talked about some of the courses that might be dropped or added. Steve mentioned that SPW2010 and 2011 (Studies in Spanish Literature and Culture) may be coming out because all of the language departments at all campuses had not sent it in for inclusion and had stated this has not been taught for quite some time. Ken Ross said these may be on the list because of our school in Spain and removal would therefore cause a problem for that program.  Steve asked if a course has not been taught for many years does it automatically get inactivated and Ken Ross responded that we would have to notify someone and then it goes to the Curriculum to be inactivated. B.G. added that there were several courses out there with blank fields as active dates. This confirmed the courses in general education that had not been taught for some years would not automatically be inactivated by the system. 

Ken Ross expressed his interest in changing the number of credits as follows: increase area 2 and 3 by taking 9 in one and 6 in the other, and in area 4 one science lecture rather than two with a lab.  Also in area 4 consider taking the 1 CGS credit and give to Wellness if we decide to keep Wellness.  He indicated his belief that wellness was the key decision.  Carlton Byrd responded by noting we need to produce healthier citizens and employees, which results in lower health care costs, which impacts the community financially.  Ken asked if we as a task force need to make this decision or if it should be a consensus of Faculty?  Carlton added the pendulum was swinging towards increasing hours in that area.  Steve Obenauf said this discussion would be the first order of business for the next meeting. 
Ed Erazo looked objectively and likes the system seen in the gen ed core at St. Johns River Community College which has an elective area for 1 or more credits from a list including CGS, SLS, LIS, and courses in various areas. Ed said looking into the future, he is sure there will be lists of technology modules or one-credit current topics courses in all disciplines. 
VI. For the Good of the Order

Winston brought attention to a handout he received from a convention at Truckee Meadows Community College and the method they used to get Faculty input on courses.   He expressed his belief that new courses being recommended for inclusion in general education must document significant input from faculty around the college as opposed to a small number of individuals on one campus.
The first order of business for the April 15th meeting will be to look at hours in disciplines in our core.
VII. Adjournment


There being no further business to discuss, the meeting adjourned at 4:15 p.m.

