General Education Task Force Meeting
Friday, February 20, 2004

Central Campus: President’s Dining Room 

M I N U T E S

Members Present: Steve Obenauf, Chair; Carlton Byrd, 
Beau Beadel, Joe Castillo, Dominique Charlotteaux, Patrick Ellingham, Peggy Green, Cesar Grisales, Deborah Hefferin, Sonia Nieves, John Rogers, Ken Ross, Debbie Sloan, Howie Sorkin, Winston Thompson, Jane Treptow, Xiao Wang

Ex Officio: Eileen Holden
1. Steve Obenauf, Gen Ed Task Force Chair, called the meeting to order at 12:10 p.m. and thanked Eileen Holden for chairing the last meeting in his absence.  He expressed his hope not to miss any meetings in the future.
2. Chair Obenauf complemented the members on the quality of the draft General Education Philosophy and list of intellectual capabilities and practical skills.
Steve asked for the group’s thoughts on the item in the draft under “capabilities and skills” that reads “demonstrate ability to work with others”.  There was a discussion on how to assess this and the various ways to give students the opportunity to learn this.  Patrick Ellingham noted that the best way to ensure the various abilities we are looking for students to acquire are in fact learned is to have them provided by multiple courses in the general education area rather than just one.  Jane Treptow noted that being able to work as a team rather than simply as a group was an important skill needed in business today.  
There was some consideration of how to incorporate assessment in our general education courses.  The possibility of using portfolios was considered.  There was also a suggestion that ways used to measure outcomes (whether by testing, projects, ect.) be incorporated into the course outlines of all general education courses.  
Winston Thompson expressed his concern that we are focusing on outcomes without also considering the essence, philosophy, and function of general education. He suggested that examining these processes should move in parallel.
There was a lengthy discussion about possibly incorporating community service or a service learning component into our general education.  Concerns were expressed about having this as a mandatory activity as opposed to encouraging it and providing opportunities.  John Rogers inquired as to whether the internships required in some technical areas might meet that requirement.  Ken Ross informed the group about the hours that our education majors are required to volunteer as part of their degree.  It was noted that as Florida High School students are now required to have service hours for graduation and scholarships that they will be prepared for this and we have a model for implementation.  There was a suggestion that this and other desired abilities could be “threads” woven into multiple courses.  Chair Obenauf noted that if service is mandated that we will need to consider the mechanics of how to achieve it and also include other groups within the college in that decision.
Chair Obenauf also asked for the group’s thoughts on the item in the draft under “capabilities and skills” that read “demonstrate knowledge of self-direction and self-motivation”.  Debbie Sloan suggested that self-motivation could be assessed by looking each year at the number of undecided versus declared majors.  Peggy Green noted one way students can gain self-direction is through exposure to a range of different areas.  This broad exposure in turn can inspire or guide them to make decisions about their major and future career.  
Steve informed the group that he would send out several versions of the draft philosophy statement with different wordings for the groups review and comment.  In response to a request by the group, a numbered version of the draft “capabilities and skills list” will be also sent out so that members can comment on specific items by number.  The numbers are for identification purposes only, and will not be included in the final document.  Steve noted that our task at our next meeting and in the time before then was to continue to look at and refine both the General Education Philosophy and list of intellectual capabilities and practical skills.  He expressed his hope that we will have a final version of the philosophy statement soon to share with the college comments and possible revisions.
3.  As many task force members had to attend workshops or discipline meetings, the meeting adjourned at 1:10 p.m.
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