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The meeting was called to order at 1:00 pm by the chair, Peggy Green.  The minutes of the December meeting were approved as submitted.  Johanna Hueck-Velazquez, the new student member of the committee, was introduced and welcomed.

Johanna volunteered to assist with the Graduation Pledge presentation on North.  The chair is still looking for volunteers from the other campuses to assist.  It is anticipated that the materials can be distributed by the Office of Student Affairs to all students eligible to graduate, but we would like to offer an informational event in cooperation with Student Life on all campuses.  It is envisioned to be a short, 15-minute presentation followed by questions.  If you would be willing to help with this project by either editing the brochure & information sheets that will be sent out, creating the short informational program outline, or presenting a program on your campus, please see the committee chair.

After extensive discussion, the committee recommended the revised recycling logo incorporating the recycle container with the following modifications: develop more contrast between the blue and green so the recycle symbol stands out, and rearrange the wording so that “recycle” is white at the top of the can, and “Be the Solution” composes the bottom two lines.  This feedback will be sent to Jillian Printz.  Jillian’s department is now in charge of On Target, so Peggy will contact her regarding continuing the Earth Literacy Column.

Jim Sawyer and Peggy Green attended a meeting with Broward County on improving our recycling program called by Dr. Henn.  So far, our recycling has not reduced the number of trash containers required, so the program cost is not being offset with savings as hoped. The meeting focused on ways to improve the program to increase the amount of material we recycle and reduce the amount of trash generated.  To reduce contamination, Broward County will provide new commingled bins with baffeling around the opening where bottles and cans are deposited.  This design discourages trash because it is difficult to stuff it in, while beverage containers are easily deposited.  In addition, signs will be placed on the top of each bin indicating “no trash”.  Training for TCB personnel who collect the recycled materials will be conducted in Spanish and English by Broward County at night when the crews work.  Student recycling aids have been hired and are working on all campuses monitoring the cans and making suggestions for improvements.  Their reports will be sent to the business deans.  

To increase program visibility, more commingled containers will be placed on each campus.  Larger labels with the new logo will be placed on the bins, and a trash container located beside each one.  Table tents will be placed in the dining hall to encourage recycling, and banners and sandwich boards will be made to promote the program at least once a semester.  This campaign will begin after the new bins and labels are in place.  Broward County agreed to provide the advertising materials.  Feedback from the campus will be sought by each physical plant director to be sure bins are conveniently placed.   The business deans agreed to add recycle bins to all facilities requests that involve events serving drinks that would generate recyclable beverage containers.

Dr. Henn reported to Peggy that the President’s Cabinet approved the Sustainability Policy, but will wait to send it to the Board of Trustees until the procedures are written.  The committee reviewed the draft procedures Alex Denis submitted for the Purchasing Department.  There were no specific suggestions and he was complimented for his efforts.  Jeff Brezner is working on the Facilities Department procedures, and Peggy Green is working on curriculum and strategic planning strategies. The following areas still need to be contacted about developing procedures: Physical Plant (Campus Business Deans), IT (Patti Barney), Print Shop (?), Bookstores (?), Dining (?), and Human Resources (Lesley Higgins working with Kim Brodsky).

Nominations for recognition of college employees who work (often behind the scenes) to move our sustainability efforts forward were solicited from committee members.  Their names and accomplishments will be posted on our Web page that is in the final stages of development.  A note on the Web page will encourage nominations from anyone in the college.

Dave Fowler was recognized for his work on the water conservation project that has resulted in a 40% reduction in water consumption in the trial buildings using the waterless urinals and water efficient plumbing fixtures.  Dr. Henn will proceed with an RFP for a collegewide contract after obtaining approval for the system from the campus administrations.  The committee expressed interest in supporting other energy and water saving suggestions Mr. Fowler has proposed for the college.  Dr. Brezner will forward these suggestions to the chair for inclusion in the recommendations sent to Dr. Henn.  Peggy Green will resubmit previous energy saving recommendations that have not yet been implemented including reduction of parking lot lighting after midnight and giving incentives to the campuses for energy conservation.     

The cartridge recycling program is in full swing on Central and WHC, and in the initial stages of implementation on North.  Natalie Osterhoudt and Joe Castillo will contact Phi Theta Kappa advisor Barbra Nightengale to encourage their leadership of the program on South.

Committee members were reminded to encourage colleagues to come to the two sustainability workshops scheduled for Professional Development Day February 24.  The workshops to discuss our sustainability initiative at BCC have been scheduled 3/27 (North), 3/28 (Central), and 3/30 (South).  All will take place from 1:00 – 3:00 pm and will be open to faculty, staff, administrators and students.  Earth Day Celebrations are in the planning stages on all campuses for April 21.

Kim Brodsky developed a revised flyer for new employee orientation that encourages participation in the sustainability initiative.  She added committee projects.  Feedback collected in reviewing the flyer will be forwarded to Kim.  Peggy will contact the office of Student Affairs to review and update the PowerPoint slide on the sustainability program at BCC used in the cyber orientation.

Marty Peres is interested in discussing with our IT Department the feasibility of requiring all students to have a laptop computer.  There is a laptop now on the market for $100, and if owned by all students would allow standardization of computer requirements.

Peggy asked the committee to visit the American Association for Sustainability in Higher Education Web site at http://www.aashe.org before the next meeting so that we can decide whether or not we should recommend that BCC joins this organization.  The materials they have assembled and the information they are providing on sustainability initiatives at colleges throughout the nation could be very helpful to us as we strive to create a sustainable model at Broward Community College campuses.

The meeting was adjourned at 2:35 pm.  The next meeting will be held in the same location, 19-134, on Friday, February 10 at 1:00 pm.  

Respectfully submitted,

Peggy Green

