MINUTES

Committee on Environmental Sustainability

1/16/04

In Attendance:
  Smith Harrigan
Dave Fowler 






  Natalie Osterhoudt
Peggy Green


 
  Blaine Browne
Marty Peres


The meeting was called to order at 1:05 pm by the chair.  The minutes of the last meeting were approved as submitted.

Peggy met with Mr. Stallworth last week regarding the Committee’s recommendations.  Regarding the first recommendation for activating energy saving features and turning off all college computers at night, Patti Barney has located software that will automate the process.  When the site license can be obtained, this will be done.  Peggy will contact Patti to ask if the plan is to install the software on individual office computers in addition to the lab computers. 

Mr. Stallworth stated that he was in favor of reducing the lighting in the parking lots on all campuses after classes were dismissed.  Since it will require re-wiring to turn off half the lights, he is waiting for a report from Jeff Morrison and Jeff Brezner that would address the work in phases.  Peggy will email Dr. Brezner regarding the directive for rewiring the parking lot lights to reduce energy waste when the campuses are closed. 

Mr. Stallworth is in favor of putting water efficient plumbing fixtures in new buildings and renovations and asked that I let Dr. Brezner know that they should be designated in the specs.  Dave Fowler pointed out that water efficient plumbing fixtures are now required by code, so new construction is not the issue.  Peggy will clarify with Mr. Stallworth that the committee recommends replacement of all existing fixtures throughout the college to save the college money over the long term on its water bill and to save a precious resource.

Mr. Stallworth will contact the Wellness Education Department on Central Campus to be sure replacing the large gas boilers with a water heater will meet the curricular needs of the department before acting.   He requested data on how frequently requests come in for using rooms that require air conditioning facilities beyond their normal hours before acting on the recommendation that a procedure be developed for control of building use.  Dave Fowler will provide him with a three-year history of the requests to show the extent of the problem.  Mr. Stallworth is in favor of some method of rewarding campuses for energy efficiency, and will be bringing it up for discussion at President’s Staff. 

Three of our October recommendations regarded the recycling program and the contract currently under negotiation.   In response to our concern that there be assurances that our commingled recycled materials are indeed recycled, Mr. Stallworth stated that he does not feel it will be a problem because now there is a market for recycled waste and the company we are negotiating with will make money taking our materials to a sort and recycle facility.  He agreed that we must address location and clear labeling for the collection containers.  Mr. Stallworth stated that our new RFP for custodial services requires on-going training of the staff to avoid errors in the collection and handling of recycled materials.  He feels that it is the responsibility of the campus Physical Plant directors to assure compliance.  He is meeting with Waste Professionals before the end of January, and will invite them to come to our February 13 meeting with their initial plan.  In this way, we can give input at the formative stages to avoid some of the problems we have experienced in the past with our campus recycling efforts.

Mr. Stallworth suggested that we address our recommendation regarding reserving parking spaces for hybrid vehicles to the campus provosts.  In discussing the issue of how campus safety officers would identify the hybrid and other high efficiency vehicles, he suggested that could be done with a sticker on the car hanger that is issued when the vehicle is registered.  It would also give the campus an accurate count of the number of such vehicles so they could designate an appropriate number of parking places. 

In discussing suggestions for the Sustainability Fact Sheet prepared by Kim Brodsky for new employee orientation, the issue of riding bikes to and from campus was raised.  Signs are posted on Central indicating no bikes are allowed on campus, and bike racks are few and far between collegewide.  Part of the problem is the use of BCC sidewalks and parking lots by K-12 students for skateboarding and bike riding, causing a safety hazard.  However, using a bike for transportation is a wise choice for the environment and should be encouraged.  The committee suggested this issue be included in the letter sent to the Provosts.  Peggy will email a draft letter to committee members for input before sending it out to the campus administrators.  All of the additions and suggestions gathered for the Sustainability Fact Sheet will be sent to Kim for incorporation into the final document. 

Measuring environmental performance will be a valuable tool we can use to inform the college of our progress and areas still needing improvement.  Using the poster found at the website (www.c2e2.org) which was emailed to members before the meeting, we decided reports of our progress should be kept on our Web site where the information can be constantly updated.  Facilities should be able to provide us with data on tons of trash we produce and tons of recycled materials per year (by campus). This will mean we must be sure our contracts with waste haulers and the recycling companies include supplying us with this data.  Other measures the Facilities Department could report include KW hours of electricity and gallons of water consumed by each campus per year.  The percent of paved surface on each campus as well as CO2 emissions equivalents are additional parameters that may be tracked.  All of the data must be related to number of students enrolled and other variables that heavily influence the consumption of resources.  Every initiative of the committee, including educational programs, will be measured and data reported on the Web site.  The Committee is in favor of including a summary of our environmental performance in college publications such as the Report to the Community and The Observer.  

Regarding our green purchasing initiative, Kim Brodsky reported that she will meet with Gail Banner and a representative from Office Depot in the near future to organize a presentation highlighting environmentally preferable products with administrative assistants and other key purchasers in the college.  Peggy announced that she is working with a teacher at the Pembroke Pines Charter School to get the Pines Center site designated under the Naturescape program.  It was suggested that signage at the Campus entrances include “Designated Naturescape Site” when a campus achieves certification.   Peggy will include this committee recommendation in the letter to the provosts.  Professor Peres received several favorable responses to his request from neighboring colleges and universities to form a Florida Sustainability Consortium.  He is exploring the best procedure to follow in initiating the consortium.  Pennsylvania and other states have models that may prove helpful.  Kathleen Rhoad shared an email from Dr. Pan, South Campus Provost, that outlined all of the ways he has pursued in trying to save the mature live oak and royal palm trees at the construction site for the new child care center on South.  He feels it may be possible to move the royal palms, but due to the expense and low survival rate of transplanted mature oaks, impossible to save the oak trees.  He asked for any recommendations we may have.  Kathleen suggested that we recommend installing young live oaks as an alternative.  The committee agreed and I will include this recommendation along with the Committee’s thanks for his efforts in a letter to Dr. Pan. 

Peggy will be out of town on April 16 and at a Gen Ed meeting on April 23, so requested the last meeting of the term be held on Friday, April 30.  This is during finals week, but all those in attendance were able to come.  Please email Peggy by Thursday, January 29 regarding your availability on this day.  If most people are free, the conference room where we usually meet will be reserved. 

Our next meeting will be Friday, February 13 in the Conference Room of the Dean’s Suite, Building 19, Central Campus. 

The meeting was adjourned at 2:35 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Peggy Green

