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The meeting was called to order at 2:00 pm by the chair.  The minutes of the December meeting were approved with one correction.  The starting time of the January meeting was incorrectly stated as 1:00 pm.  The minutes were corrected to reflect a starting time of 2:00 pm.

The committee members introduced themselves to our guest, Philip Bresee, Recycling Manager at Broward County Waste and Recycling Services.  He attended the meeting to give us a report on the new recycling program and ask for our input in planning its implementation.  After giving us background information on the previous BCC/Broward County recycling program, he indicated his confidence that our new program will be as successful as the award winning recycling efforts the county is now running for Broward County government offices and the School Board.  He stated that BCC’s program would be the first project of the Educational/Institutional Mile concept, which is outlined in the Resource Recovery Board’s Strategic Plan.  The contract between the County and BCC will go to our Board on January 26, but will not become effective until approved by the County Commission.  Therefore, it will probably be March or April before recycling bins actually appear on campus.  

Mr. Bresee clarified that Broward County will provide three types of containers.  One will be for collecting all types of paper (including white and colored paper, cardboard and junk mail) from administrative, faculty, and staff offices, copier rooms, the print shop, and shipping and receiving.  Another type of container will be centrally located in dining areas and break rooms for collecting commingled glass, plastic (#1,2 & 3) bottles, and metal cans.  The tops of the commingled containers will have a round opening to encourage bottles only and discourage contamination.  The committee suggested that trash receptacles should always be placed next to the recycling containers to further reduce the chance of contamination.  The third type of container is a large white receptacle with slots for trash, paper, and commingled plastics, glass and metal that will be strategically located outside buildings in areas where there is high traffic or drink machines. The county will design and print the labels for the containers. The committee requested that the signs on the containers be in Spanish and English.  Mr. Bresee will seek feedback from the committee before the label design is finalized.  The committee decided to hold a student contest to develop the BCC recycling slogan.  Mr. Cabello will be contacted to ask if he can assist by providing a tuition waiver as the grand prize.  The winner will be recognized on Earth Day.  Peggy will contact Jillian Prinz to see if she would be willing to be the BCC contact for publicizing the program within the college (web presence, emails, staff and student newspapers, etc.) and in the community.  It was suggested that Mr. Bresee give a short presentation at the general session of the Professional Development Day program on Feb. 25 since it would be a perfect time to reach all BCC employees.  Peggy will check with Pat Senior to see if this is possible.  

Mr. Bresee is interested in hiring three BCC students to be the Student Recycling Aides, one for each BCC campus.  This would entail a few hours a week making presentations at various college events and to classes as well as doing staff training and program monitoring.  Naomi Csaki and Samuel Ward, student committee members in attendance, both expressed interest in the position.  The committee decided they should be given first opportunity to apply.  Peggy will contact Dr. Holden to see if the Student Recycling Aides could receive internship credit.

The college contracted janitorial staff will be responsible for collecting the recycled materials from the collection bins throughout the campus and delivering them to the recycle dumpster.  The committee expressed concern that this staff must be trained on an ongoing basis because of high turnover rate.  Mr. Stallworth will be meeting with the Physical Plant personnel on the campuses to set up the program implementation, contacts for input on each campus (to receive suggestions and requests for additional containers), and to establish a reporting scheme.  Jim Sawyer has been given oversight duties for the program collegewide. A suggestion was made that a meeting also be arranged between Mr. Stallworth and or Mr. Sawyer and BCC’s new food services company concerning the type and location of containers to be placed in the dining areas.  Mr. Stallworth will come to the February committee meeting to give a report on the implementation plan.  Once underway, quarterly reports with information concerning the volume of recycled materials collected on each campus will be forwarded to the committee chair by Mr. Breese’s office.  Mr. Bresee or a member of his staff will attend the committee meeting immediately following each report to discuss our progress and receive feedback from the committee.  The county will share revenues for the sale of the recycled materials on a 50 -50 basis with the college.  The college has the potential to save money through reduced garbage collection fees as more of our materials are recycled.  

John Thornton agreed to talk to the Deans of Business to request that they take responsibility for assuring that recycling bins are provided for all college events involving food (i.e. Student Life festivals, faculty meetings, committee meetings, and administrative meetings where bottled drinks are served).  Eventually a request for recycling bins should be included on a revised Facilities Request Form.

Native plant and xeroscaping reference materials were sent to the person in charge of landscaping on each campus on behalf of our committee.  The landscape policy will be the subject of a meeting that will take place on February 25 between landscaping personnel on Central, North, and South Campuses to finalize the document.  

As a result of a meeting with Barbara Pippin, BCC added to our legislative agenda (to be presented to the Broward delegation on January 21) a recommendation to adjust the current funding formula for construction to allow for the design of sustainable buildings.  President Calderon approved this agenda.

Each campus has a group planning Earth Day for April 22.  Professor Angel Rodriguez has agreed to be in charge at the WHC.  The theme will be recycling, and we will recognize the winner of our slogan contest.

We will have a great opportunity to educate our college community about sustainable thinking and sustainability initiatives with presentations planned for the February 25 Professional Development Day.  All committee members are urged to promote our workshops with their colleagues so we can reach as many people as possible.

The American Association of Community Colleges has endorsed the UN Decade for Sustainable Development. This is an endorsement of the BCC sustainability initiative by our professional organization.  President Calderon has agreed to serve on a panel at the April AACC Conference in Boston to discuss BCC’s sustainability initiative.    

Requesting vending machines with healthy snacks was proposed as a possible committee project.  The new food service company does provide the vending machines, so those interested can put in a suggestion at foodservice@broward.edu.

Len Fontana brought the new book by Jared Diamond, Collapse:  How Societies Choose to Fail or Succeed to the attention of the committee.  Human use of resources in a sustainable or unsustainable way determines the long-term success of the society according to the author.

In order to facilitate implementation of sustainable practices, it is time to develop a sustainability policy Alex Denis volunteered to help.  Peggy will draft a policy, and discuss it when she meets with Dr. Calderon in February.

Our next meeting is scheduled for Friday, February 18 at 1:00 pm in the Dean’s Conference Room, Building 19, Central Campus.  The meeting was adjourned at 3:40 pm. 

Respectfully submitted,

Peggy Green

All meetings have been scheduled in the Dean’s Conference Room in Building 19 on Central Campus (19-134).  The Thursday meetings will begin at 2:00 pm and the Friday meetings will begin at 1:00 pm.  The meeting dates for the rest of the semester are Friday, (2/18), Thursday, (3/24), and Friday (4/15).  

