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The meeting was called to order at 1:00 pm by the chair, Peggy Green.  The minutes of the February meeting were approved as submitted.

Peggy reported that she had met with Dr. Henn to receive his response to our recommendations.  He will take immediate action on parking lot lighting.  He feels that perhaps the quickest way to implement reduced lighting between midnight and daybreak is to install timers on selected circuits.  He will also investigate implementing some solar lighting for the exterior of buildings as well as parking lot lights, agreeing that it would be not only cost effective in the long run, but also an asset in future power outages.

Dr. Henn would like to wait until the new college CFO is hired to discuss possible implementation of campus incentives for energy conservation.  He feels there is no totally fair way to reward energy conservation because of all the new programs, buildings, and equipment being added to improve our academic programs that affect energy usage.  Some of the suggested conservation projects to save water and energy he would like to wait to implement until a new RFP is issued, and our campus facilities can be evaluated by several engineering firms that specialize in improving efficiency of operations.  One of our recommendations – to convert the Parkway Academy A/C to chilled water and install a thermal storage system to serve the whole complex- is already funded and the work is in progress.  He is interested in looking into replacing the gas boiler in Bldgs.10/11 with a solar powered unit.  Before implementing a collegewide water conservation program to include waterless urinals and water efficient plumbing fixtures, Dr. Henn is waiting for Facilities to complete a survey of users to verify the systems are acceptable where they have been installed as a pilot project.  He feels they are working well.  Regarding the use of well water for the chilled water systems, he has given the go ahead to write a grant to SFWMD to help fund the project.  The only campus using city water for irrigation in two zones is North. Dr. Henn is interested in investigating the installation of a well at that location so that all campus irrigation (essentially) would be from ground or lake water.  Finally, he enthusiastically approved our recommendation to join the new Association for the Advancement of Sustainability in Higher Education (AASHE).  The memo officially requesting the membership with the application has been sent to Dr. Henn for processing.

Thanks to a tremendous amount of work by David Hall, our committee website is up and running.  You can access the page through the employee intranet under organizations, college committees, Sustainability Committee Website or directly by going to http://www.broward.edu/environmental/.  Please review it and email your suggestions to Peggy Green or David Hall.

Johanna, our newest student member, is preparing handouts to put on the Graduation Pledge Information Tables that will be set up at the Earth Day Celebrations on each campus in April.  Peggy attended a Faculty Senate meeting in February to introduce the faculty to the Graduation Pledge. The Senate unanimously passed a resolution of support.

Kenny Dove from Broward County reported that he is awaiting the arrival of more co-mingled containers that were ordered two months ago.  They will be delivered to the campuses ASAP.  The larger labels for the bins have been designed and are being printed.  The banners (which will be put up the Monday before Earth Day (4/17) on Central, South, and North to kick off a renewed campaign for recycling at BCC) have been ordered.  A brochure explaining what goes in each container (copy passed around to committee members) is ready to be printed.  Hopefully the campaign to be held the third week in April will raise awareness of our program.  As long as we have bins visible all over the campuses and each bin has a huge logo, our awareness campaign should be a huge success.

Cartridge recycling is now in operation on all campuses.  Bins have been distributed to departments, and students are periodically collecting the cartridges.  When Diana Honeyblue-Monroe gets a report on the number of cartridges recycled on each campus, this information will be passed on to the committee.

In addition to the procedures to support the proposed Sustainability Policy for Procurement, we have received a draft of procedures for Facilities and Personnel Operations (including Recruitment/Classification and Staff Development).  The other areas (Bookstore, IT, Printing, and Physical Plant) have not yet submitted their draft documents.  Peggy will follow up with each area to see if assistance is needed.

The Earth Day Celebration planning is well underway.  Broward County will have a recycling display on North, South and Central.  Committee members are asked to support the events on their campuses:  

4/21 (Fri) South – Southern Breezes, Bldg. 68 – 10:00 – 1:00 pm

4/21 (Fri) Central – Patio in front of Library – 11:00 – 12:30 pm

4/20 (Thurs) WHC – Patio of Bldg 33 – 10:30 – 12:30 pm

4/21 (Fri) North – Breezeway of Bldg 46 – 10:00 – 1:00 pm

The sustainability workshops on Professional Development Day were well attended.  Dr. Henn wrote a memo to President Calderon suggesting that the Systems and Sustainability workshop would be an appropriate presentation for the President’s Cabinet.  Committee members are asked to support the upcoming sustainability workshops by attending and/or encouraging colleagues and students to attend.  The schedule is 
Monday, 3/27 on North (51-205) 1 – 3 pm; 

Tuesday, 3/28 on Central (President’s Dining Room Bldg. 19) 1 – 3 pm; Thursday, 3/30 on South (71-231) 1 – 3 pm.

At the April 6 Faculty meeting, Peggy will give a report highlighting committee projects:  Graduation Pledge, Earth Day, Webpage, and Recycling program (cartridge recycling as well as paper, plastic, glass and metal).  The updated Employee Sustainability Flyer Kim produced was approved and will go into the new employee packets.  Finally, Peggy announced that the University of Florida was recently named a Certified Audubon Cooperative Sanctuary by Audubon International because of its efforts to protect wildlife habitats, manage waste, and conserve water on campus.

Having completed our business, the meeting was adjourned at 2:15 pm.  The next meeting will be held in the same location, 19-134, on Friday, April 14 at 1:00 pm.  

Respectfully submitted,

Peggy Green

