 MINUTES

Committee on Environmental Sustainability

3/19/04

In Attendance:
  Kim Brodsky

    Len Fontana

Smith Harrigan




  Shirley Gainey-Dollar   Peggy Green
Blaine Browne



 
  Nilo Marin

    Pablo Riano

Michael White - Guest



  Kathleen Rhoad
    Jeff Brezner

Gail Banner - Guest

The meeting was called to order at 1:00 pm by the chair.  The minutes of the February meeting were approved as submitted.

Michael White of Waste Professionals presented his findings on the waste survey he has been conducting at the campuses.  He anticipates that he will complete the analysis and we will be ready to do a request for proposal for a recycling company in about 30 days.  Considering the procedures and approvals necessary, it will probably be at least four months before we actually begin the program.  Waste Professionals will conduct training of the maintenance personnel.  The committee discussed ways to educate the college about the new commingled recycling program.   It was decided that several different signs will be designed in which “BCC Recycles” will be in large print, and a phrase relating to sustainable thinking below (e.g. reduce, reuse, recycle; waste not, want not; one earth, one chance).  Peggy will contact faculty teaching graphic design and art to see if they are interested in making it a class project.   Once designed, the signs will be sent to printing to be produced and then placed throughout the college.   In addition to the signs, Peggy will request a chance to address the faculty at the first collegewide faculty meeting next fall.  An article will be sent in to “On Target” for the first issue of the year.  Mr. Stallworth will be asked to spread enthusiasm for the recycling program among members of the President’s Cabinet. 

An excellent presentation by Terry Beaty of Office Depot highlighted their commitment to a sustainable future.  She shared the new Green Book of environmentally preferable products offered by Office Depot and handed out some product samples.  She and Gail Banner from our Purchasing Department are planning an expo on all campuses that will feature a desk set up with all environmentally preferable products.  Free samples will be handed out to all who attend.  The sessions will be held on Wednesday from 12:00 to 1:00 and a second session from 1:00 to 2:00.  All administrators, faculty, and staff will be encouraged to attend.  Gail and Peggy will send out a joint memo encouraging the Provosts to support wide campus participation in the event as soon as the dates are determined. 

All of the provosts and Dr. Calderon endorsed the Committee’s request to shut down computers and related equipment at night and when not in use. The memo has been sent out to all BCC employees. 

On April 22, South and North Campuses will be holding Earth Day Events.  Peggy shared some of the material that will be passed out at the Committee on Environmental Sustainability Table on North Campus to educate those in attendance about sustainability and the work of our committee.  There will also be over 20 student exhibits, several community groups, and participation by many of the academic departments.  Professor Osterhoudt will have student displays, information on environmental careers (thanks to committee member Kathleen Rhoad), and Sierra Club participation.  She is also working to get participation from some of the academic departments.  

Dr. Bolton, Dr. Pan, and Dr. Williams have met with their staffs and all have endorsed our recommendations to put up the signs around campus and to add “Naturescape Site” to the campus entrance sign when the campus is certified.  They all favor convenient bike racks, but did not want to encourage rollerblades or skates due to safety concerns.  None of the campuses felt that reserving parking for fuel-efficient vehicles was wise at this time.

Mary Peres has taken a course to prepare him to put up our Web site. He will be working on it this summer.  If you have any suggestions not already submitted, please let him know.

As we move to “create a culture of environmental stewardship” the committee discussed some ideas to implement next year.  For example, give preference to hiring new employees who value a sustainable future (make it part of the committee charge).  Consider sustainable design in all campus master plans (and planning).  Sustainability should be infused in all departments and initiatives of BCC.  It should be a foundation of our educational plan.  Kathleen volunteered to work on a handout for student orientation packets.  Training sessions for counselors, Physical Plant employees (Jeff Brezner will work on this) and other staff should be organized.  The president and the Board of Trustees need to be informed.  Peggy suggested that we make a sustainability education plan for next year the focus of our last meeting in April.  In this way, we can coordinate with Pat Senior’s Office to have our events publicized and be sure they do not conflict with other training sessions.  All members should come to that meeting with creative ways to engage the groups mentioned above.

The last meeting of the year will be held on April 30 in the Conference Room of the Dean’s Suite, Building 19, Central Campus. 

The meeting was adjourned at 2:55 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Peggy Green

