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The meeting was called to order at 2:05 pm by the chair.  The minutes of the February meeting were approved as submitted.

The entries for the student recycling slogan contest were collected at 4:00 pm on March 23, the contest deadline, from Student Life on Central, South, North and WHC.  The response to the contest was excellent, with 277 suggested slogans submitted. The committee served as judge for the contest.  Two students were declared co-winners when the committee blended the ideas of these students to craft the slogan for our new recycling campaign.  Dr. Brezner will take the slogan and graphic to our printing department to prepare the version to be sent to Broward County for printing on stickers for all our collection containers.  Peggy was given the task to ask Mr. Cabello if two certificates for 6 credits at BCC could be issued, or if we should split the prize and give each winner a certificate for 3 credits.  The winners will be recognized on Earth Day on each campus.  Below is the slogan concept:

Be

the solution

ReCyCle

A summary of the workshop evaluations for the Infusing Sustainability Panel on February 25 indicated all of the participants thought the overall program value to their professional development was either excellent (65%) or good (35%) with the same percentages recommending the program to colleagues.  The other programs to promote sustainable choices (including creating a naturescape, systems thinking, and sustainable alternatives for facilities) were well attended and enthusiastically received.  Our educational efforts this year have helped advance the culture of sustainability at the college.  
Our efforts to set up a program collegewide for recycling printer, fax, and copier cartridges continue.  There is interest in involving Phi Theta Kappa volunteers on all campuses (according to Naomi Csaki) and interest in coordinating the collection by Student Life on all campuses (according to Diana Honeyblue-Monroe who works at Student Life on Central).  Kimberly Brodsky, the only member of the cartridge recycling subcommittee in attendance, was asked to contact all parties involved to form a cooperative implementation plan that would utilize both groups to facilitate the collection.  Both Phi Theta Kappa and Student Life would like to use any money collected to fund service projects.

Dr. Brezner gave an update on some of the implications of contructing the LEED certified Library building on South Campus.  To meet environmental standards, our maintenance company will have to use environmentally safe cleaning products in the building, and this has resulted in the company looking into switching to Eco products collegewide.  To encourage biking to campus, bike racks and shower facilities are being considered.  We have already re-written criteria for architects and construction companies to include knowledge of and experience with LEED standards.  We will begin seeing more and more sustainable building principles incorporated into new construction and renovations.  Building 50 and 51 on North Campus and a 30,000 square foot renovation of the Automotive Technology building will reflect our new standards.

The committee voted unanimously to send a recommendation to Mr. Stallworth to take the Landscape Policy that has been approved by the three major campuses to the President’s Cabinet for approval.  The process of developing this policy has helped educate all the campus landscape staff regarding environmentally friendly maintenance practices.  North and South have already achieved Naturescape certification for their entire campuses.  The butterfly garden on Central Campus is a certified Naturescape area, and the staff is working towards certification of the entire campus.   

The committee toured the water efficient plumbing installed in Building 23.  Dave Fowler demonstrated how mixing air with the water coming out of the faucet reduces water volume while providing plenty of water pressure.  The waterless urinals incorporate a cartridge that is replaced periodically.  Above each fixture is a sign explaining the environmental advantage of this system.  The success of this pilot project in Building 23 has led to the approval to install additional waterless urinals and energy efficient plumbing fixtures in other college buildings.  Cost savings reflected in the water bill will pay for the initial investment in the new technology over the life cycle of the equipment.  The benefit for the environment is priceless. 

The meeting was adjourned at 3:20 pm.

The last meeting of the year will be held on Friday (4/15) in the Dean’s Conference Room in Building 19-134 at 12:30 pm.  This earlier starting time will allow the committee chair to attend an extremely critical meeting of the General Education Task Force that begins at 2:00 pm.  A light lunch will be provided. 
Respectfully submitted,

Peggy Green

