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The meeting was called to order at 12:40 pm by the chair.  The minutes of the March meeting were approved with one correction.  In the second sentence of the second paragraph, the word “over” was removed.

Natalie and Peggy gave short reports on the Earth Day Celebrations to be held on April 22 on South and North Campuses.  An event will also take place on Central and at the WHC.  Student Life is supporting all the celebrations.  Broward County will provide sample collection bins, literature on recycling, and giveaways to distribute at all campuses.  Due to glitches in getting the contract with Broward County executed, our recycling program is now slated to begin in June.  Peggy has sent a sign recognizing the winners of the student recycling slogan contest to be posted on each campus, and the two winners -- one from North (Justin Beezley) and one from Central (Tatiana DeOliviera) -- will each be presented a certificate for 6 credits at BCC at their respective campus celebrations.  Mr. Cabello was recognized for his support in providing the full 6-credit prize to the two winners.

Kim Brodsky has taken the lead in the effort to set up a program for recycling printer, fax and copier cartridges.  She contacted John Thornton who is working with counterparts on the other campuses to see if the collections could be combined with mail pick up.  In addition, Kim invited Diana Honeyblue-Monroe to come to this meeting so that a coordinated effort involving Student Life and Phi Theta Kappa Chapters on all campuses could be devised that would allow profits from the collection to go to community service projects.  Since Diana did not attend, Kim will work to set up a meeting with her.  Peggy offered her help in working with them to move the project forward.

The committee discussed an Education Plan for next year.  The Earth Literacy column in On Target will be continued.  Peggy has already spoken to Eileen Holden regarding the possibility of offering a workshop to the new faculty on the BCC Sustainability Initiative and infusing sustainability across the curriculum.  She will also work with the Will and Jo Holcombe Institute for Teaching and Learning to set up a symposium on sustainability in higher education.  Opportunities for ongoing training opportunities for professional/technical staff and administrators will be a high priority, so that each employee understands how sustainability should be a part of every decision made. John Thornton suggested that a great motivation for seeking sustainability training would be to include increasing knowledge of sustainable thinking as a goal which would be then become part of the employee’s evaluation.  Peggy will prepare a letter to the President’s cabinet proposing that supervisors implement this plan. Most important in our educational efforts is the development of the committee Website to showcase our initiatives and report on progress.  The committee is very grateful to David Hall for his willingness to share his technical expertise on this project.

Alex Denis and Peggy Green met to work on formulating a sustainability policy for the college.  Alex is currently working on the first draft.  It is hoped that with the help of key personnel, procedures for implementing the policy will be developed this summer.  This will be an important step in moving our college forward in becoming a model of sustainable practice. 

Peggy shared the summary of the committee’s work this year that she presented at the April 7 faculty meeting.  This will be the last meeting for the committee for this academic year, although progress will continue on the cartridge recycling, sustainability policy, and educational planning.  The committee decided to set the meetings next year on Fridays at 12:30 or 1:00, exact time to be decided by the committee next year.  The meeting was adjourned at 1:40 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Peggy Green

