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The first meeting of the Committee on Environmental Sustainability was called to order at 1:00 pm.  After a welcome and introductions, the chair gave an overview of the sustainability movement in higher education.  All members were asked to look through the materials distributed and visit the Web sites suggested to understand the importance of this initiative.  

After discussing the draft purpose, goals, and composition of the Committee on Environmental Sustainability, no changes were made in the wording at this time.  At the end of this year, the document will be reviewed again to see if any revisions are necessary.  Committee members commented that sustainability should be included in the General Education review discussion.  It is envisioned that eventually, whatever decisions are made at the college will consider implications of each choice for the sustainability of the planet.  This committee will need to develop strategies and programs that will constantly bring up the sustainability issue to administrators, staff, faculty and students.  Perhaps college publications could include references to the college commitment to education for a sustainable future.  Posters, regular articles in the Observer, a Web site, and email messages could all be developed to help educate the college community. 

Initial action items for this year:

•  Professional development workshops targeting different groups (purchasing, 

   physical plant, academic administrators, faculty, students, etc.)

•  Show a satellite telecast on October 9 sponsored by the Society for College and

   University Planning entitled “Got Sustainability?  Plan for it!”  The

   committee chair was directed to send a memo to Mr. Stallworth requesting that he 

   take to the President’s Staff the committee’s request that they make a commitment 

   to attend the telecast and that professional development credit be awarded for all

   faculty and administrators who attend.  This telecast is aimed at senior academic, 

   operations, and facilities administrators, planners, faculty and students.  The

   committee discussed the value of having the entire campus community coming 

   together to discuss the critical role of higher education in creating a sustainable

   world.  Students would be informed through the Student Life Office on each 

   campus and perhaps via an article in The Observer.  Faculty and administrators 

   will be informed via email. 

•  Develop a successful recycling program on campus:  meet with college officials 

   who can give us information about the status of the current recycling program.

   Explore funding sources to plan and implement a program that works.

•  Gather data on how much energy (and money) could be saved if all college

   computers were turned off when they were not in use.  Present this information

   along with a suggested policy and implementation plan that would give positive

   feedback to those who comply and negative feedback to those who do not comply.

   The committee will work closely with the IT department in working out the policy

   and implementation plan.  

•  Participate in Broward County’s Naturescape program by working to have each 

   of our campuses certified as a wildlife habitat by the National Wildlife

   Federation.

•  Expand and coordinate Earth Day Celebrations on all BCC campuses.

•  Begin discussions within the college on human population growth and 

    consumption rates in relation to their impacts on the resources and processes of 

    the earth system.

The following volunteers have come forward to work on these initiatives so far:  

Peggy Green will work on faculty workshops, recycling, Naturescape on North, 

Earth Day on North, and publicizing the Sustainability Satellite telecast (if approved).

Dave Fowler will work on recycling, and increasing energy efficiency (by shutting

  
down computers when not in use & installing motion sensors so lights

  
automatically shut off.)

Natalie Bergeron volunteered to work on our recycling program.

Kathleen Rhoad is interested in working on population issues.

If we are to be effective, it will be necessary for much of the work of the committee to be done by subgroups that work between our meeting dates. Each member of the committee should think about where they would like to make a contribution, and be ready to indicate an area or areas of interest.  With the active participation of all, we will be able to help our institution develop a new sustainability ethic.  

The committee decided to meet on Fridays at 1:00 pm in the conference room of the Dean’s Suite in Building 19 on Central Campus on the following dates: 




October 17        November 14         December 5

The meeting was adjourned at 2:55 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Peggy Green

