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Peggy Green called the meeting to order at 1:05 pm.  The minutes of the November meeting were approved as submitted.

Dave Fowler told the committee that the College Sustainability Policy is still under review by the college attorney.  Peggy Green will ask Mr. Pennell to determine if it is possible to ask the attorney to prioritize this project.  The committee has been waiting over two years for the college to adopt this important policy.

Focus the Nation committees on all campuses have done a great job scheduling events on and around January 24.  David Shulman was recognized by the committee for the outstanding work he has done organizing the resources and posting the schedule of activities for Focus the Nation events on our website.  Jimmy Chica announced that students can vote on their 5 favorite policies to fight global warming on the national FTN website (http://www.focusthenation.org) between January 21 and February 12.  Committee members were urged to support the activities and to encourage colleagues to participate.

Dave Fowler presented a report on two water conservation projects.  Installation of waterless urinals to replace standard plumbing is planned for North, South, and Central Campuses (though the age of the plumbing on Central will increase the cost of the project and has caused a delay in implementation on that campus).  Each year it is estimated that $80,000 will be saved in water/sewer charges, as water purchased from local utilities will be reduced by over six million gallons.  Replacing city water with well water for the cooling towers is also moving forward.  Because of saltwater intrusion, there is some uncertainty about using well water at WHC.  North, Central and South projects are moving ahead.  When completed, water and sewer charges will be reduced an estimated $236,500/year.  Dave also shared that under the governor’s new greenhouse gas reduction policy, our Board of Trustees supports a policy that all new buildings and renovations at BCC will be LEED certified gold buildings.  This is a higher level of sustainable design than the South Campus library, which is a silver certified LEED building. Thanks to Dave’s expertise, enthusiasm, and hard work, the college is moving forward with making our facilities more sustainable.

Trash to treasure and the Earth Literacy Column reports were tabled until the next meeting.

Alex Denis reported that progress has been made on the recycling program at WHC, which is under the direction of FAU.  Corrugated containers have been placed in offices for paper recycling, and large commingled bins are planned in common areas.  Alex also suggested that Kevin Fernander, director or our Food Service provider, should be contacted regarding serving sustainable food specials in campus dining rooms when BCC holds events such as Focus the Nation and Black History month.  They have been directed by Mr. Pennell to provide sustainable dining options (local foods, organic choices, vegetarian options, sustainable operations).  

 John Moscowitz explained that Writes of Spring on North Campus would be featuring a novel, All Over Creation, which has an environmental theme.  As part of this program, at 6:30 on March 19 he will be hosting a screening of An Inconvenient Truth on North Campus followed by a panel discussion.  He invited a member of the committee to join the panel to bring a broader perspective to the analysis.  Please contact John for details if you are interested.

Planning for the Wildflower Project (Florida’s Wildflowers – Learning from the Landscape) is well underway, with the first faculty workshops scheduled for January 17 and 18 on North Campus.  Natalie Osterhoudt on South and Genevieve Chung on Central will be directing the project on their campuses.  Peggy is serving as the overall project administrator, and heading the North Campus activities.  The first seeding of wildflower meadows and planting of wildflower beds will begin early in February.  From planting to Wildflower Week, committee members can help spread our message of stewardship through encouraging participation in this project.

Peggy will invite our three new Sustainability Superstars to attend the February 22 college ceremony to receive recognition for their contributions to our Sustainable Initiative.  She will also develop a short write up and obtain photos of each new inductee to place on our website.  Three sustainability workshops (2 offered by Dave and 1 by Peggy) will be offered on Professional Development Day after the recognition ceremony.  Please bring your colleagues.

At the February meeting an interactive webcast will be presented by GreenRide.  Peggy has shared many of the problems facing students regarding greening their commute to and from BCC. They have promised to provide ideas in a 20-minute time frame for a program to implement that will help our students and faculty save money while reducing our carbon footprint.

The committee was invited to select a representative to the subcommittee on Sustainable Development and Study Abroad:  Science and Global Education (part of the Community Colleges for International Development of the AACC).  John Moscowitz volunteered to ask Peter Roundy (who has long taught in our international education program) if he is interested in volunteering.

Alex Denis responded to the Observer’s call for ideas for articles by suggesting that a reporter cover the Focus the Nation programs and other sustainable initiatives.

The meeting was adjourned at 2:25 pm.  The next meeting will be held in the same location (19-134) at 1:00 pm on February 8.  
Respectfully submitted,

Peggy Green

