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The meeting was called to order at 1:00 pm by the chair, Peggy Green.  The minutes of the September meeting were approved as submitted.  The new committee member, Karen Guy, was welcomed and members introduced themselves.

Our guest from Broward County, Philip Bresee, presented the first quarterly report on our recycling program.  A total of nine dumpsters, 1177 paper bins with saddlebags for offices, 86 central paper bins, and 58 comingled bins have been distributed on the three participating campuses.  Within two weeks, delivery of additional saddle baskets on Central Campus will complete the initial distribution of recycle containers.  In the first three months of the program, a total of 27.54 tons of recyclables were collected.  Kenny Dove reported that the county was still looking for qualified student recycling aids to cover South and North Campuses.  Two BCC Central students have already been hired.  These student workers will coordinate training for the employees of the cleaning company to assure proper collection.  They will also check the bins for contamination and insure the placement of bins is most convenient for students and employees.  Finally, they will continually provide awareness and training programs for the campus to constantly increase the percentage of waste we recycle.  In November, in conjunction with America Recycles Day, there will be a series of displays and presentations planned by Kenny Dove (who is the county’s director of our recycling program) in the BCC libraries.  The committee members were urged to support these efforts to promote increased recycling on our campuses through their personal participation as well as encouraging others to attend.  Specific information about the times and activities for each campus will be distributed by email.  

The committee discussed concerns received from faculty on South and Central campuses regarding the recycling program.  Kenny Dove explained that there was a delay on South Campus because bins were delivered, but disappeared before they could be placed on campus.  The County has delivered more, and now all of the office and common area bins are in place.  On Central, however, the Physical Plant director is waiting to distribute the recycle bins until all have been received.  This should occur within two weeks.  It is anticipated that all campuses will finally be up and running by the end of October.  Dr. Brezner suggested that someone on each campus should be made responsible for the success of the recycling program.  Currently the director of the Physical Plant has been given the responsibility to coordinate the placement of bins and the collection.  Philip Bresee pointed out that the student recycling aids, when in place, should fill the void for encouraging participation and making sure the program is running smoothly.

Peggy Green reported that the Sustainable Landscape Policy recently passed by the Board of Trustees has resulted in several changes.  The North campus is removing exotics and recently planted over 200 native trees.  Central Campus did an inventory of the entire campus, and is pursuing grants to help pay for the cost of removing exotics and replacing them with native trees.  South Campus is also supporting the new policy.

The program for recycling printer, fax and copier cartridges has been planned, and will be run by the students.  Diana Honeyblue-Monroe from Student Life on Central has taken the leadership role.  A vendor has been selected, and a meeting is planned next week to determine the number of collection bins needed.  Ed Henn has advised that the money collected can be used by the students for campus projects that would benefit the college.  Alex Denis asked that Diana call him regarding the arrangement with the vendor even though a contract is not required.

Peggy reported that David Hall has uploaded a lot of information for our committee webpage, but technical problems with the WAM software have slowed down the launch of our site.  Considering the fact that BCC will be faced with a 30 – 37% increase in its utility rate beginning January 1, the committee decided to hold a contest for great ways to save energy at the college as a way to draw attention to our Website when it is launched.  We could ask Student Life on each campus to advertise the contest on their marques, send out collegewide emails to employees and students, and use the Web posters created by Leo Stitsky’s graphic design students to “advertise” the new committee Web site and energy conservation contest on the BCC home page.  To develop a plan for recognizing “sustainability champions” both on our Web page and at the Colleague Recognition event in December, Cindy Denkhoff, Karen Guy, and Peggy Green formed a subcommittee.  The description of Committee projects that will appear on our Web page was circulated, and feedback received that will be incorporated before the site is launched.

The committee discussed the revised Sustainability Policy and voted unanimously to send it to the President’s Cabinet as a committee recommendation.  Since Debbie Nycz serves on the cabinet, she can take it to the Faculty Senate for discussion and hopefully their endorsement.  Peggy will attend that Senate meeting to answer questions.

After reviewing the evaluation report for the September 9 workshop on the college sustainability initiative, it was noted that while those attending learned a great deal, the number attending (10) was disappointing.  However, there are many workshops and initiatives competing for faculty and administrator’s time.  The committee members were encouraged to attend the October 22 (Sat.) program on “A Sustainable Future for ALL Children” celebrating the 60th anniversary of the U.N. as well as the October 26 (Wed.) Webcast on Sustainability in Higher Education.  Staff, faculty, and students are all encouraged to attend and discuss the implications for BCC.  Professional Development credit is available for faculty and administrators.

Peggy passed out a brochure on the “Graduation Pledge Alliance” and asked if BCC were ready to launch this program.  The two student committee members, Michaela and Melesia, thought it would be well received, and will discuss it with fellow students on their campus.  Others on the committee were also very positive about the idea.  The decision to sign (“I pledge to explore and take into account the social and environmental consequences of any job I consider and will try to improve these aspects of any organizations for which I work”) is completely voluntary. It was suggested that students could be asked when they pick up their graduation gown if they want to sign the pledge, and if so, could be given a wallet-size pledge card to carry with them and a green ribbon (or some other appropriate symbol) to wear on graduation day.  Peggy will send the pledge and the committee’s suggestions to Bob Cabello, VP for Student Affairs, who is in charge of the graduation ceremony to determine if implementation this year is possible.  It would require that graduates be given information about the meaning and availability of the pledge so that signing it would represent a meaningful commitment.

For Professional Development Day in February, the committee had many suggestions regarding possible workshops that we could sponsor.  Topics suggested include 1) practical ideas for conserving energy  2) how to adopt a sustainable lifestyle and why it is important to our future  3) the link between your health and a healthy environment – win/win with preventative health care  4) systems thinking and sustainability.

Students and faculty have suggested improving food choices (whole foods, more vegetarian choices, local produce, and organically grown fruits and vegetables) in our campus cafes and vending machines.  Across the country, many K-12 systems are upgrading the quality of food in their cafeterias in response to rising obesity and increasing health problems in children.  It was suggested that those that are dissatisfied should send an email to our dining service director.   Because many of our students have been raised on unhealthy fast food, simply changing the menu does not solve the problem.  An education campaign must be launched to help students understand the value of a more healthy diet.  This issue will be discussed further in future meetings.

The meeting was adjourned at 3:20 pm.  The next meeting will be held in the same location, 19-134, on Friday, November 4 at 1:00 pm.  

Respectfully submitted,

Peggy Green

