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The meeting was called to order at 1:05 pm by the chair.  The minutes of the September meeting were approved with one correction (meeting starting time).  It was noted that the date of the next meeting was incorrectly listed at the bottom of the meeting agenda as November 15.  The correct date is Thursday, November 18.  Because some members were attending for the first time, introductions were made around the table.  

Alex Denis and Peggy Green attended a meeting with Mr. Stallworth and Jim Sawyer on 10/14 to discuss setting up a recycling contract with the Broward County Department of Integrated Waste Management.  This program will collect all types of paper in one container and all aluminum & steel cans, glass bottles, plastic food & beverage containers, and milk/juice cartons & boxes in a commingled container.  Garbage cans will be provided for food wastes and other trash.  Initial placement of containers would be done in consultation with the Physical Plant director on each campus, but feedback from the campus community will be used to change the location or add containers as needed to make recycling more convenient.  Rather than placing a recycling container next to the trashcan in each office, larger recycling containers will be placed at convenient, central locations to cut down on the problem of mixing during collection.  Broward County will help with an ongoing training and education program and will monitor all campuses to report our progress.  They will work with us to create a sticker to place on the recycle containers that will clarify what to deposit as well as a “sound bite” to educate about the importance of conserving resources.  Since collection of recycled materials costs much less than trash, the college will save more money the more successful our program becomes.  Another meeting with Broward County to work on the recycling contract is scheduled for October 29.  The earliest the program can commence is next semester.  Approvals by both the BCC Board of Trustees and the Broward County Commission are required.

A draft landscaping policy along with a copy of the Stetson University Landscape Plan and an article on organic landscaping from the Chronicle of Higher Education were distributed.  The committee discussed the pros and cons of using native plants and organic landscaping practices.  Peggy asked the committee members to review the plan and email suggestions or comments to her.  She will schedule meetings with the Dean of Business and Physical Plant personnel on each campus to get their feedback and ideas. 

Peggy reported that Mr. Stallworth would take the recommendation to change the wording in our committee purpose from career employees to professional/technical staff to the President’s cabinet next week.  Mr. Stallworth stated that he wanted to check the current procedure for requesting air conditioning of facilities at off hours himself before responding to our second recommendation.  He plans to take the idea of creating an incentive for campuses to conserve energy to the President.  He is not in favor of transferring the responsibility of paying the FPL bill to the campuses.  Mr. Stallworth plans to schedule a meeting within the next two weeks where the Deans of Business, Provosts, Dr. Brezner, Dave Fowler, Peggy Green and he will review the energy use on the campuses by building and brainstorm ways to conserve energy.  Mr. Stallworth supports our last recommendation to provide professional development training for maintenance personnel and their supervisors on the reasons for installing energy efficient and water conservation equipment as well as how to properly maintain it.  He is assigning the task of putting together the meeting on the Professional Development Day in February to Dr. Brezner.

Kim Brodsky has contacted Patti Barney as a first step in determining if we can set up a printer cartridge recycling program.  She will report at the next meeting.

Peggy passed out an article about setting up an Environmental Management System to organize BCC’s efforts to institute sustainable operations and educate for sustainability.  Dr. Brezner and Dave Fowler will review the document and report on the feasibility of setting the goal of creating such a system at BCC.  It was pointed out that it would require considerable resources to institute, and we may not yet be ready for such a step.

Regarding our educational efforts, five members of the Physical Plant Department from South Campus attended the Know the Flow training on water conservation issues in landscaping in September.  On Professional Development Day in February, there will be a presentation on Native Landscaping & Butterfly Gardening as well as infusing Sustainability Across the Curriculum.

The City of Coconut Creek has been given permission to transfer a pair of burrowing owls to a site at North Campus.  Kim Brodsky volunteered to contact Information Systems to see if an email group (greengroup@broward.edu) can be set up for the committee to receive feedback and to distribute information regarding our projects.  Peggy is waiting to hear from Russ Adkins regarding help in setting up our Web page using WAM.

Our next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, November 18 at 2:00 pm in the Dean’s Conference Room, Building 19, Central Campus.  The meeting was adjourned at 2:30 pm. 

Respectfully submitted,

Peggy Green

All meetings have been scheduled for the Dean’s Conference Room in Building 19 on Central Campus (19-134).  The Thursday meetings will begin at 2:00 pm and the Friday meetings will begin at 1:00 pm.  The meeting dates for the rest of the academic year are:  Thursday (11/18), Friday (12/10), Thursday (1/20), Friday, (2/18), Thursday, (3/24), and Friday (4/15).  

