MINUTES

Committee on Environmental Sustainability

10/17/03

In Attendance:
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Pablo Riano

Smith Harrigan
Shirley Gainer-Dollar




Veronica Vazquez
Jeff Brezner

Peggy Green

The meeting was called to order at 1:00 pm by the chair.  The minutes of the last meeting were approved as submitted.  Since the topic of including sustainability as a consideration in structuring the new general education curriculum was a topic at the last meeting, a handout entitled “Connecting the Curriculum” was distributed to illustrate one way sustainability could be used as a foundation for creating a cohesive curriculum. 

The Telecast on Sustainability was successfully taped and the tape has been edited down to 1 hour 30 minutes.  This will allow us to show the program in portions with small group discussions interspersed to make the presentation more interactive and to get the creative juices flowing.  Peggy volunteered to publicize the event.  It has been approved for professional development credit for faculty and administrators, but is also open to students and career employees.  On North, Peggy Green and Veronica Vazquez will lead the program to be held on Wednesday, Oct. 29 from 1:00 – 3:00 in 46-152. On Central, Nilo Marin and Pablo Riano will host the presentation on Wednesday, October 29 in the Library, room 146 from 1:00 – 3:00 pm.  On South Len Fontana and Natalie Osterhoudt will schedule 69-133 for Thursday, October 30 from 1:00 – 3:00 pm.  The DTC program will take place Friday, October 31 from 12:30 – 2:30 in the boardroom. Dave Fowler, Kim Brodsky, and Smith Harrigan volunteered to attend.  Peggy Green plans to attend all programs except the one on Central, which is scheduled as the same time as North. 

Dave Fowler gave a presentation on BCC’s energy reduction/sustainability program.  In his position in the Facilities Management Program, Dave has worked closely with the program from its inception in 1995 when the first energy audit was conducted.  He explained the three phases of the performance contract with Siemans and summarized the benefits already realized and opportunities that still exist to operate the college facilities more sustainably.  After reviewing the information, the committee decided to send recommendations to Mr. Stallworth regarding reduction of energy and water waste, improving recycling, and instituting an energy awareness program.  I will send a draft of the recommendations to the committee members for your review before presenting the recommendations to Mr. Stallworth.

It was reported in the Observer that the college is recycling plastic, glass and aluminum (co-mingled), but not paper at the current time.  Peggy was informed by the Physical Plant manager on North that this campus has been chosen as the site of a pilot program with Waste Management to begin recycling paper again.  The program is set to begin in January.  The committee requested a report on the pilot project.

Marty Peres suggested that purchasing set up a system to give points to vendors who practice sound environmental practice to encourage their selection for contracts.  He also suggested setting up a student exchange system similar to Ebay where students could trade goods and services.  Smith Harrigan will take the idea to the DTC Student Life Office to explore whether it might be combined with the current book exchange.  Faculty and Staff already have a marketplace on Groupwise that serves the same purpose.

Green purchasing offers many opportunities to implement sustainable decisions.  Incorporating requirements related to sustainability into RFPs has been done at other colleges. Peggy Green and Shirley Gainer-Dollar will meet with the new purchasing director to discuss green purchasing alternatives.  Dr. Brezner already incorporates knowledge of sustainable design as a requirement for architects and engineers hired to do college work. 

The next meeting will be held in the same location (Building 19 Deans Suite Conference Room) on November 14 at 1:00 pm.  

The meeting was adjourned at 2:55 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Peggy Green

