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Present:
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Natalie Osterhoudt 
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Peggy Green
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Alex Denis



Jimmy Chica

David Shulman

Absent:
Patricio Gonzalez  
Diana Honeyblue-Monroe



Jill Thompson

 Alan Lebovitz

Guests:
Betsy Pierre (for Diana Honeyblue-Monroe)



Yaping Gao 



Ursula Schleides

The meeting was called to order at 1:05 pm by the chair, Peggy Green. Members and guests introduced themselves.  The minutes of the September 9 meeting were approved.

David Shulman and Yaping Gao with Instructional Technology presented an overview of the green classroom using Blackboard as a tool to reduce paper use.  David pointed out the many advantages of putting classroom handouts, the course syllabus, class presentations, and collecting assignments electronically using Blackboard.  Yaping gave a demonstration of how materials could be organized to provide secure access by students enrolled in a course.  Peggy suggested that Instructional Technology make a short presentation at Faculty Senate.  The Committee voted unanimously to endorse use of Blackboard to promote paperless classrooms.  In all workshops for faculty to infuse sustainability across the curriculum, the value of the sustainable component of Blackboard will be included.  David agreed to put information about sustainable aspects of using Blackboard on the committee website, and will also put an announcement on the BCC home page to draw users to our webpage.

The campus environmental committees are all getting underway to stimulate participation in sustainable projects.  South Campus has a meeting coming up in a few days.  Natalie reported that the recycling program is still experiencing low student participation, high contamination rates, and inadequate bins in outdoor areas.  Jimmy reported that Central Campus would hold its first meeting of the 12 individuals who indicated interest in serving on the environmental subcommittee of the Provost’s Advisory.  He is going to pursue soliciting a volunteer from each department to promote and monitor recycling in their area.  Other campuses indicated an interest in setting up similar programs as one way to institute some oversight badly needed to create a viable recycling program.  Alex reported that he has 10 volunteers to serve on their environmental committee.  He feels that recycling is not operational at WHC, and plans to meet with MaryBeth Burton because FAU is in charge of the program.  Peggy reported that on North, honors students have just completed a recycling awareness campaign.  Some new bins have been placed, and more have been ordered.  Students received feedback that there is still mixing of trash with recycled materials during collection.  An announcement should go out collegewide that anyone who sees this happening must inform the Physical Plant director so that the contract that requires proper handling of recycled materials.  To enforce the contract, noncompliance must be documented.

Peggy asked all the committees to consider participating in Focus the Nation.  Information about suggested events leading up to the January 24 forums and how to plan to include students, faculty, staff, and the community are found on the website, http://www.focusthenation.org and on the one page overview sent out with the materials for the September meeting.  It is hoped that local, state, and national politicians will join us to hear the voice of our students on the important topic of global warming solutions that can be immediately implemented.  BCC will be joining close to 1000 colleges and universities across the country to push our political leaders to enacting effective policies.

Alex reported that the Sustainability Policy proposed by the committee has been approved by the President’s Cabinet and the College attorney and has been sent to Gray Robinson, the attorneys hired by the college to review all college policies.  Next it will go to the Board.

Peggy and Dave, in response to a request by Mr. Pennell, reviewed the Governor’s Executive Orders to reduce greenhouse gas emissions (particularly Order 07-126) and determined that at the current time, the college is not in compliance with any of the steps listed in the order.  

Committee members were encouraged to attend, and/or encourage others to attend the October 24 Webcast on Campus Sustainability in the library on North Campus to learn about what’s going on at other colleges and to discuss new directions for BCC.  Also, there are water conservation workshops coming up on North and South in November.  

Having completed our business, the meeting was adjourned at 2:40 pm.  The next meeting will be held in the same location (19-134) at 1:00 pm on Nov. 11.
Respectfully submitted,

Peggy Green

