MINUTES

Committee on Environmental Sustainability

11/14/03

In Attendance:
  Kim Brodsky

Nilo Marin

Kathleen Rhoad




  David Fowler

Natalie Osterhoudt
Peggy Green



  Carlos Manosalva
Blaine Browne

Jerry Enloe (visitor)



  Veronica Vazquez
Marty Peres



The meeting was called to order at 1:00 pm by the chair.  The minutes of the last meeting were approved as submitted.

The article featuring the Committee on Environmental Sustainability on the first page of the October 27 Observer was distributed to committee members.  Veronica Vasquez, who is on the Observer staff was thanked for her part in making sure corrections were made and putting in an additional article on the “Got Sustainability – Plan for It!” program held on North, Central, South, and DTC.  Peggy distributed a report summarizing attendance (103 collegewide:  16 faculty, 16 administrators, 14 staff, and 57 students) and listing participants’ suggestions for incorporating sustainability principles at BCC.  The committee was asked to review the suggestions for our consideration in planning initiatives at the college.  

Some action is already taking place as a result of this program.  Norm Seavers who is Director of Economic Development has asked Jerry Enloe to investigate setting up programs through Continuing Education to teach sustainability principles to groups in the community.  These new initiatives might involve creating a program for golf course operators to incorporate environmentally friendly turf maintenance practices to reduce harmful effects of overuse of fertilizers and pesticides.  There are also opportunities to spread green purchasing practices to purchasing agents throughout the county, sustainable building and construction practices to architects and general contractors, and educate homeowners associations regarding maintenance of stormwater systems to reduce pollution in runoff.  Jerry encouraged the committee to contact him with other ideas and with the names of people who may be qualified to teach such courses.  He is also happy to offer sustainability related topics at the Young Peoples Summer College and the Active Adult 50+ programs.

Peggy and Shirley met with Alex Denis, Director of Purchasing, to discuss the important role of his office in moving our college in a sustainable direction.  Peggy presented him with two books on the role of purchasing on the sustainable campus and lent him a copy of the Sustainability tape.  He was most receptive to the idea of incorporating sustainability principles into the Purchasing Department policy and procedures and pledged to show the one and a half hour tape to his entire staff.  He also pointed out the importance of involving administrative assistants and others who purchase quantities of items for the college to be involved in developing a list of preferred green products.  Kim suggested that perhaps Office Depot could bring environmentally friendly products they carry to a display session so that staff is aware of the options.  It was also suggested that a system be set up so that alternatives be tested before they are purchased on a large scale to be sure the products meet the needs of the requestor.  Natalie pointed out that laboratory managers should also be included in any information sessions since they also purchase large quantities of supplies.  Marty suggested that the TEF Committee should be aware of this issue in writing standards for the equipment they specify for purchase through the Technology Enhancement Fund.

To sustain our education program, it was suggested that the further editing of the tape be done and more time carved out for discussion at future sessions next semester.  Peggy will work with the new president to try to schedule a special showing of the tape for the Board and the President’s Staff.  In addition, the committee decided to develop a Web page that will enable us to feature upcoming events, highlight programs like green purchasing, recycling, and native landscaping as well as give tips for greening the office and home.  All members are asked to think about the content of the page and who might be willing to develop/maintain it.  Kim Brodsky volunteered to develop a fact sheet for new staff orientation.

Another way to get the word out regarding sustainability is the upcoming Colleague Recognition Day.  Workshops on weaving sustainability into the curriculum as well as topics such as landscaping with natives and disposing of hazardous wastes could make informative workshops.  Peggy will contact Dr. Holden.

Peggy contacted Jim Sawyer, who currently heads the college’s recycling efforts, regarding an update on our program.  He reported that we are negotiating with a “waste broker” to set up a dry stream recycling program.  In this system, we would have two containers at locations all over the campuses – one for garbage (food and any wet items) and one container for all dry trash (paper, metal, plastic, glass).  The waste broker would be paid to pick up this dry trash and take it to a sort and recycle center where everything would be recycled.  We would pay for this service, but would save money by reducing our volume of garbage.  The committee saw a great advantage in the convenience of the program.  The main concern voiced was our lack of control over what happened after pick up.  How can we be sure our waste is being recycled?  Another concern is the need to train staff not to mix the contents of the garbage and dry trash (which has been a problem with our previous attempts to recycle paper only to find cleaning crews mixing recyclables with trash).  Finally, the committee felt strongly that the success of the program rests on easily distinguishable containers that are clearly labeled for the dry trash and garbage.  The committee chair will send a recommendation to Mr. Stallworth regarding these issues.

In preparation for Earth Day (April 22), the following volunteered to lead their campus efforts:  Nilo on Central, Natalie and Kathleen on South, and Peggy on North.  Peggy suggested working through Student Life to receive funds for food and participation of the various clubs.

To move forward with seeking participation in the Naturescape Program, Peggy will call the UF Agricultural Extension Service where the certification program is housed and contact committee members from the other campuses with information about how to apply for certification.

Peggy has gathered information on green investing and forwarded it to Edith Pearson (VP for Development) who said she supported the idea of socially responsible investing for our BCC Foundation monies.  In the future, perhaps the Foundation could be a source of funds to pay for the upfront costs of designing and constructing (and retrofitting) sustainable buildings. 

Marty proposed researching the possibility of funding sustainable buildings by working with the state to pay for upfront costs with future operational savings.  He proposed possibly forming a consortium of colleges and universities throughout the state to deal with this and other issues that would build momentum for sustainability throughout Florida.  He volunteered to contact the Southeast Florida Engineering Education Consortium members to see if they would be interested.  Dave Fowler will contact the head of the Sustainability Office at the University of Florida. 

Dave brought up his concern regarding large native trees that are scheduled to be destroyed to build the new childcare center on South.  Even though the curriculum for the center will be based on an environmental theme, there is currently no plan to save the trees.  Kathleen and Natalie volunteered to contact their provost on behalf of the committee to see if funds could be found to move the trees.

Peggy passed on to the committee a suggestion by Ken Ross that as hybrids become more popular, the college reward environmentally responsible students by having a few choice parking spaces reserved for hybrid vehicles.  The committee liked this suggestion and it will be passed on to Mr. Stallworth in the form of a recommendation.

In order to reserve the conference room in the Dean’s Suite, Building 19, Central Campus, the committee decided to establish dates for our meetings next semester.  Please reserve the following Fridays at 1:00 pm:  1/16, 2/13. 3/19, and 4/16.   

The last meeting for this term will be held in the same location (Building 19, Deans Suite Conference Room) on December 5 from 12:30 – 1:45 pm to allow attendance at the college holiday party.  

The meeting was adjourned at 2:50 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Peggy Green

