MINUTES

Committee on Environmental Sustainability

12/05/03

In Attendance:
  Kim Brodsky

Jeff Brezner

Smith Harrigan




  Natalie Osterhoudt
Peggy Green


 
  Blaine Browne
Pablo Riano




  Veronica Vazquez
Leonard Fontana


The meeting was called to order at 12:30 pm by the chair.  The minutes of the last meeting were approved as submitted.

Peggy has not yet received a specific response from Mr. Stallworth to the recommendations sent to him after the October and November meetings.  He is working on some of the issues.  Jeff Brezner reported that Mr. Stallworth has agreed to propose to President’s Staff the suggestion for saving energy through creating a policy addressing activation of computer energy saving features and shutting down computers at night.  The importance of returning responsibility for payment of energy bills to the campuses as a way to encourage energy conservation was again discussed.   Peggy will try to set up a meeting with Mr. Stallworth after the holiday break.

Kathleen spoke to Dr. Pan regarding the committee’s concern about saving the mature live oaks and royal palms scheduled to be destroyed for construction of the childcare center on South Campus.  He expressed a desire to help and is looking into possible sources of funds to move the trees.  Jeff cautioned that the solution must be found before the beginning of March when construction will begin.  He also shared that sustainability has become a central issue in all renovation and construction projects now at BCC.  As many sustainable features as possible are being added to the Building 7 and IPS buildings on Central Campus.

Kim was thanked for her initiative to produce a draft fact sheet on sustainability for new employee orientation.  Everyone is asked to come to the January meeting with suggestions for improvement.  Jeff volunteered to provide some of the needed facts regarding waste generated by the college.

Ideas for a Sustainability Web page were discussed.  Jeff Brezner offered Denna Laster, Coordinator of Facilities Planning, as a resource for putting the Web page up.  Committee members are asked to keep thinking of additional information to be shared on the site.  

Kim will contact Gail Banner regarding setting up a green purchasing workshop with administrative assistants and lab managers.  

Peggy will work on editing the “Got Sustainability—Plan for It!” tape to schedule more information sessions next term.  The discussion time will be increased in future sessions.  It was also suggested that a 5-minute segment of the tape could be used in a presentation to the General Education Committee when they solicit input.  We could create a strong case for including sustainability as a core competency.   Suggestions were submitted to Eileen Holden requesting sessions on sustainability for Colleague Recognition Day.  Campus Sustainability was suggested as a theme for this year’s Earth Day celebration on all campuses.  

North Campus has been officially added as a Naturescape Site after being approved as a certified Florida Friendly Yard and Landscape by the University of Florida Agriculture Extension Office.  Central and South Campuses have been given the information to seek certification.    

Our next meeting will be Friday, January 16 in the Conference Room of the Dean’s Suite, Building 19, Central Campus. 

The meeting was adjourned at 1:35 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Peggy Green

