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The meeting was called to order at 1:05 pm by the chair, Peggy Green.  The minutes of the October meeting were approved as submitted.

Mr. Cabello, the V. P for Student Affairs, met with Peggy Green regarding the Graduation Pledge.  He supports implementing the pledge next term, and placed Peggy Green on the Graduation Committee.  He said a pamphlet on the Graduation Pledge could be placed with the other documents sent out to all graduates.  He endorsed information sessions, green ribbons worn by those who signed the pledge and supportive faculty, and an explanation of the pledge and the ribbons in the graduation bulletin.  At www.graduationpledge.org templates for wallet size cards, advertising posters, and information sheets are available for download.  Peggy will keep the committee informed as the logistics of implementation are worked out.  

Reports from committee members on all campuses confirmed that most students are not aware we have a recycling program.  Most committee members had not seen the commingled bins in strategic locations outside buildings around campus.  Peggy indicated that at the last meeting, Philip Breese said that it was never the County’s plan to place the bins all around the campuses next to trash cans as the committee had requested, but only in break rooms.  She indicated that while there are some large bins around the Student Life area, stickers with our recycle logo are very small or missing.  In other words, awareness of the program and therefore participation in it is very disappointing.  Jim Sawyer indicated that Jillian Printz was working with the BCC print shop to make more recycle labels, and suggested Peggy contact her to be sure the original student logo is used and that the stickers are much larger in size so that they are noticeable.  Marty offered suggestions for promoting the recycling program including having a Disney-type character hit people with a Nerf bat to “discipline” anyone who throws trash in the recycle bin. Another suggestion he offered was hiding a microphone in a recycle bin so a voice is heard thanking people who use it or scolding those who contaminate it with trash.  Such efforts to raise awareness will be implemented when more recycle containers with clear labeling are placed in visible locations on the campuses.  In order to assure that students are aware of our recycling efforts and participate in the program, the following suggestions will be passed on to Dr. Henn:  place commingle bins in strategic locations outside campus buildings next to trash cans.  Make sure all bins are clearly labeled (large enough to catch the eye and using the original student developed logo).

The Printer and Fax cartridge recycling program has been launched on Central and at the WHC.  North and South hope to begin next term.  One way to encourage participation would be to enter everyone who contributes a cartridge in a drawing for a prize (an earth friendly product) to be obtained by Alex Denis from one of the college’s vendors.  When an empty cartridge is submitted, the person’s name can be taped to it.  At the collection site all the names could be removed and placed in a hat for the drawing.  When the program gets underway on all campuses, and our Website is launched, this suggestion for promoting cartridge recycling will be passed on to Diana Honeyblue-Monroe who has spearheaded the program.

David Hall is continuing to upload materials to our Web page.  It should be live by next term.

After a preliminary discussion at “precabinet”, Dr. Henn submitted the Sustainability Policy in a slightly shortened form to the President’s Cabinet for their consideration on 12/13.  If it passes, it will be presented to the Board of Trustees for their consideration.  Jeff Brezner shared that the college needs to take this policy seriously, and implement immediate energy conservation measures to deal with an anticipated $600,000 increase in the college FPL bill in the coming year. Dave Fowler, an engineer working in the Facilities Department, has submitted many suggestions for conserving energy with no response.   The committee recommended two years ago that parking lot lighting be reduced after class hours to save electricity.  Converting some of the outdoor lights to solar would save a lot of energy and money.  It also recommended that campuses be encouraged to implement energy conservation by returning a portion of the money saved through reducing energy usage to the campus for their programs.  The committee also considered the waste involved in use of whiteboards (short life of the expensive markers and the possible health effects of chemicals evaporating from the markers).  Cleaning the walls adjacent to the white boards requires extra staff time.  Chalk is a natural alternative, but not all faculty prefer it.  Marty suggested that we think about a campaign for living more simply.  Peggy will use that as the theme of the next Earth Literacy column in On Target. 

For recognition of BCC staff, faculty, and students who contribute to our sustainability efforts, the committee decided to ask for nominations from the college.  Everyone whose name is submitted, will be placed on our Web page with a description of his or her accomplishment.  At the end of the year, we can have a drawing for a prize.  We can also recognize the most outstanding contributor (to be voted on by the committee) at the colleague recognition event each December.

Earth Day, April 22, falls on a Saturday this year, so the campuses will have celebrations on Friday, April 21.  Natalie Osterhoudt volunteered to lead the effort on South, Nilo Marin (committee member from last year) will supervise on Central, and Peggy Green will work on the celebration for North.  Peggy will contact Dave Fowler and Ken Williams to involve the Architecture Department at the WHC.

At the February Professional Development Day, our committee is sponsoring a panel on energy conservation (Peggy will send a special invitation to Dr. Henn, the Deans of Business, and Physical Plant Directors to attend) as well as a workshop on Systems & Sustainability.  Committee members are urged to support these programs.  A DVD of the Campus Sustainability Webcast (cancelled due to Hurricane Wilma) will be used as the basis of a professional development workshop focusing on discussion of sustainable practices that can be implemented here at BCC.  The program will be scheduled on each campus at convenient times to encourage attendance.  It will be a great follow up to the adoption of the Sustainability Policy.

Finally, the committee decided to recommend the college become a member of the Green Building Council and the Florida Urban Forestry Council.  Committee members were asked to visit the National Wildlife Federation Campus Ecology site for consideration of membership in this organization (http://www.nwf.org/campusecology/).  If an institutional member, we could apply for recognition for our sustainability initiative next year.

Kim Brodsky volunteered to review and update the sustainability flyer used at new employee orientation.  She will share her revisions at a future meeting.     

The meeting was adjourned at 2:35 pm.  The next meeting will be held in the same location, 19-134, on Friday, January 13 at 1:00 pm.  

Respectfully submitted,

Peggy Green

