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The meeting was called to order at 1:00 pm by the chair.  The minutes of the November meeting were approved as submitted.  

Alex Denis reported that the recycling contract will be on the agenda of the January Board of Trustees meeting.  Alex will forward the draft contract to the chair who will email it to the committee members.  The committee discussed the fact that the success of the program depends on establishing a clear assignment of responsibilities within the institution for implementing the recycling program and handling feedback to constantly improve recycling on campus.  The process for introducing/advertising the program to the college created by Broward County should be established with input from college groups (Student Life, Faculty Senate, Committee on Environmental Sustainability, Physical Plant, etc.).  Tony Stallworth will be invited to our January meeting to address this issue.

Peggy reported that the Business Deans and Physical Plant personnel on South, Central, and North Campuses gave input to the Landscape Policy, and Draft 3 is the product.  Many of the procedures contained in the document are already being practiced.  Dean Smith from South suggested that on February 25, Professional Development Day, Physical Plant personnel collegewide could share best landscaping practices occurring on each campus.  Dr. Brezner pointed out that the document is actually a list of procedures, and the policy should be developed to state that BCC supports sustainable landscaping practices.  He also suggested that training should be provided for campus personnel to help increase the speed of implementation.  Peggy will look into arranging a training session and resource materials.

The President’s Cabinet has approved our September Recommendation 1 regarding the wording of the committee purpose.  Discussions have taken place with the Deans of Business to inform them of energy conservation issues, and a new policy is under development to require that the Dean of Business approve requests for air conditioning buildings in off hours.  In addition, the need to reevaluate rental rates for college facilities became apparent since the current rates do not include the cost of air-conditioning the facility.  No action has yet been taken regarding developing a reward system for campuses that increase their energy efficiency.  Dave Fowler is putting together a training session for maintenance workers to help them understand the benefits of energy and water conservation as well as reliability of the equipment we are using and how to maintain it.

Kimberly will contact Naomi Csaki to investigate setting up a recycling system for printer, fax, and copier cartridges at the college.

Jeff Brezner will work with Dave Fowler and Peggy Green to review available outside funding sources to support constructing a LEEDS building at BCC.  Wanda Thomas will assist.  Barbara Pippen will be contacted to solicit help in educating legislators regarding the need to create funding formulas that allow for the higher initial cost of sustainable design.

Earth Day celebrations that provide an opportunity to spread a culture of sustainability on North, Central, and South Campuses will highlight recycling this year.  It is hoped that WHC will also host some recognition of the day – Friday, April 22.  Peggy will contact Angel Rodriguez to see if he would serve as facilitator of an Earth Day program at our downtown campus.

Committee members were encouraged to support the workshops on sustainability that will be offered on the staff development day in February.  It was announced that the new Broward County/BCC library on South Campus would be a LEEDS certified building under the Broward County Library sustainable building policy.  

Our next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, January 20 at 2:00 pm in the Dean’s Conference Room, Building 19, Central Campus.  The meeting was adjourned at 2:10 pm. 

Respectfully submitted,

Peggy Green

All meetings have been scheduled in the Dean’s Conference Room in Building 19 on Central Campus (19-134).  The Thursday meetings will begin at 2:00 pm and the Friday meetings will begin at 1:00 pm.  The meeting dates for next semester are:  Thursday (1/20), Friday, (2/18), Thursday, (3/24), and Friday (4/15).  

