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Committee on Environmental Sustainability

4/14/06
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David Hall
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Diane Hill
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Alex Denis 
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The meeting was called to order at 1:05 pm by the chair, Peggy Green.  The minutes of the March meeting were approved as submitted.

The graduation pledge posters and handouts prepared for Earth Day were shared with the committee.  Johanna created all the handouts as well as green ribbons to sell to fund sustainability projects on campus.  She will be staffing the graduation pledge table on North Campus.  Students will also be given the opportunity to sign the pledge when they check in at graduation as well as online via a page created by Barbara Bryan.

The sustainability procedures received from IT, Purchasing, Human Resources, Printing, and the Bookstore were reviewed.  There were no suggestions from the committee regarding the content except for the Bookstore.  Peggy will contact George Masforroll to suggest he concentrate on procedures specific to the bookstores rather than general ways to conserve energy and resources that apply to all areas of the college.  No response was received from the Deans of Business regarding procedures for Physical Plant.  Dr. Brezner suggested that Sean Devaney, the Physical Plant manager on South, be contacted to draft the procedures.  All of the procedures must be put into a uniform format that is found in the BCC Procedures Manual.  Peggy volunteered to complete this project so that the procedures can be submitted to the President’s Staff and the Sustainability Policy can be sent to the Board.

BCC is now officially a member of AASHE, the Association for the Advancement of Sustainability in Higher Education, and the great resources on their Website are available to all employees at BCC.  Peggy will devote an Earth Literacy column to announcing this valuable resource.  AASHE is holding its first conference in October at Arizona State University.

The recycling awareness campaign is scheduled for April 17 – 21, Earth Week.  Banners have been delivered to the campuses and brochures have been printed.  A letter from President Calderon and Peggy will be sent to all employees with the new brochure.  This brochure will also be given out at new employee and new student orientations.  Bins with new, large labels are scheduled for delivery by Broward County in time for the campaign.  Broward County will have a recycling table at the Earth Day events on North, Central, and South Campuses.

Peggy was the only committee chair to give a report at the spring faculty meeting.  She passed out our new web address and highlighted Earth Day, recycling, and the graduation pledge.  

The March sustainability workshops on North, Central, and South Campuses received very good evaluations, but only a handful of faculty and staff attended.  Almost 40 students also attended, and evaluations indicated the employees liked having the students present for the discussions.  

BCC has been approached by a company called Greenway Systems to set up a resource recovery operation at BCC.  Dr. Calderon asked Peggy to review the materials they sent and call references at Vassar where they have a composting site.  One of the unique features they offer is the opportunity for environmental science students to do internships and field trips to the site.  After receiving very favorable reports from Vassar contacts, Dr. Henn is setting up a task force to determine if BCC will contract with Greenway for a comprehensive resource recovery program.  

Alex Denis sent in a report that the Furniture Standards Committee will be formed in the fall.  Until then, all furniture purchased will be Green Seal certified.

Only two entries were received for our sustainability logo contest, and both were submitted late.  The committee decided to run the contest in the fall.  Art and graphics art instructors will be given the information before the semester begins so that they can have the opportunity to incorporate the design competition into a class project.  

Having completed our business, the meeting was adjourned at 2:30 pm.  The next meeting will be held in the fall, date and location TBA.
Respectfully submitted,

Peggy Green

