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Peggy Green called the meeting to order at 1:00 pm.  The minutes of the January meeting were approved as submitted.

Dave Fowler reported that the Sustainability Policy is awaiting review by the college attorney.  The committee directed Peggy to ask Mr. Pennell to expedite the review, as it has been over two years since the committee recommended the policy.

The campuses reported on the activities for Focus the Nation.  On South close to 600 students, faculty and staff attended the events that included films, lectures, and an environmental fair.  On Central about 300 attended programs on green architecture, new automobile technologies, and global warming.  Local officials spoke about green initiatives in their cities, a lecture was given on native plants, and there was a poetry reading as well as a display of recycled art.  In the student center about 270 visited the tables set up for voter registration, alternative energy vendors, and careers in the environmental field.  Hybrid and smart cars were on display.  On North about 600 came to the two interdisciplinary forums presented by faculty and a solutions forum presented by a student panel and attended by staff from three congressional offices. Forty students heard a student panel presenting readings from the novel, A Friend of the Earth, about life in the future with global warming.  At WHC 40 students viewed screenings of two environmental films.  The program was a huge success collegewide.  The resources on global warming will be maintained on committee website.

A “conservation tips” letter modeled after one written by Jarrod Hersh of the WHC Sustainability Committee was shared with his permission for use on other campuses.  Each campus committee will contact their Business Dean regarding placing Trash to Treasure barrels on their campuses.  As soon as Mary Beth Burton sends me the flyer about the program, I will forward it to Natalie on South and Jimmy on Central.  If any committee member wishes to volunteer to write the Earth Literacy column for On Target, please see Peggy.  Peggy reported that the Wildflower grant is underway with four faculty workshops presented.  There has been some difficulty getting the seeds and wildflowers to start planting, but materials are finally on the way.  

The committee viewed a webcast about GreenRide, a software program that matches people interested in carpooling to save participating students and employees money, prevent air pollution, and potentially save college resources by reducing the need to build expensive parking garages.  For a fee of $4900/year for set up and the first year of participation and $3900 the second year, the college could use the program that runs on the company’s server.  Provided in the cost is full technical support and monitoring reports that provide number of participants and estimates of reduction in air pollution.  The committee decided to pursue surveying our students (perhaps at the fall welcome-back program through Student Life) and through the college’s random survey of students conducted every fall.  Peggy will send information on the program to Mr. Pennell and request that a question about interest in GreenRide be included in the fall student survey.  Peggy will forward the flyers explaining GreenRide to Natalie, Jimmie and Diana to discuss with their campus sustainability committees and with Student Life.

Fred Searcy does not wish to accept the Sustainability Superstar award.  Peggy asked to add Dr Monica Ramirez, Dean of Academic Affairs on North Campus to our awardees on February 22.  Dr. Ramirez has made sustainability a central them of the academic program on North, attended most of the sustainability events, helped organized a solar lifestyles program, and helped write the wildflower grant.  The committee unanimously supported her nomination.  Alan volunteered to make certificates for those we wish to recognize (Curt Liner, Natalie Osterhoudt, and Dr. Ramirez) and Peggy will present the pins.  

Sean Devaney recommended that the committee remind everyone to eliminate junk mail by sending flyers and notices via email only.  Each campus committee can add that to their conservation tips letter if they wish.

The committee members were reminded to support the workshops Dave and Peggy are giving on Professional Development Day February 22.  David Shulman also spoke about Instructional Technology programs to be presented that day.  Dave Fowler was asked to consider giving the PowerPoint Presentation outlining BCC’s sustainability initiatives at a South Florida higher education sustainability conference hosted by St. Thomas University on April 4.  Peggy plans to attend to share BCC’s efforts to infuse sustainability into the curriculum.  All committee members are invited.  Peggy will share registration information when it is available.  Dave announced the USGBC First Annual Awards banquet, dinner and dance will be held at the Bonnet House on March 15.  BCC is a member of this organization, so we are all invited.  Cost is $100 per person.      

Having completed our business, the meeting was adjourned at 2:50 pm.  The next meeting will be held in the same location (19-134) at 1:00 pm on March 14.  
Respectfully submitted,

Peggy Green

