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Peggy Green called the meeting to order at 1:05 pm.  The minutes of the February meeting were approved as submitted.

David Shulman demonstrated an online conferencing tool called Wimba with two technologies:  Live Classroom and VoiceTools.  It has been used for several years to support synchronous learning between BCC and Palm Beach classrooms for continuing education in the Health Sciences.  He pointed out the features including integration with Blackboard, which makes it a good choice for use at BCC.  Other similar software on the market does not include this important feature that would greatly enhance our growing e-learning programs.  The committee discussed the advantage of using this software for collegewide committee meetings, administrative meetings, virtual advising, meeting e-learning students online, staff development programs, etc. The college would benefit by saving employees time driving between campuses for meetings (allowing them to become more productive) and students would save time and driving costs coming to campus for discussions and meetings that could take place virtually.  For these reasons, the committee requested that the chair write a letter of support for using Wimba Live Classroom and VoiceTools to Russ Adkins.

Mr. Pennell reported that the Sustainability Policy we had asked him to speed through the approval process had already been adopted.  He said he would email it to the chair.  He asked for an explanation of the GreenRide program before taking it to the President’s cabinet. The committee pointed out that this software would allow students or employees wishing to carpool to easily find matches with security and privacy taken into consideration. Carpooling is an effective method of dealing with transportation costs, and controlling pollution from vehicles by removing some from the roads.  BCC would not have to build as many parking garages in the future if more students and staff carpool.  After discussing the cost of the software, and the possibility of linking with nearby institutions like Nova and FAU who may choose to participate, he agreed with the committee’s request to gather information from students regarding their interest in the program by conducting a survey on Earth Day and at the Welcome Back barbeques in the fall.  When asked if a question could be put on the student survey of BCC services administered each September by the college, Mr. Pennell suggested that we contact Jose Macia.  It was also suggested that we include a survey of faculty and staff at the opening campus meetings in the fall.

Jimmy Chica reported that the Central Campus Sustainability Committee is planning a presentation on recycling that will be made available to departments and faculty to present to their classes. They are also proceeding with a plan for recruiting building stewards for recycling.  They are awaiting approval from the campus administration to proceed.

The presentation of Sustainability Superstar awards at the Colleague Recognition Day ceremony provided a great opportunity to raise the awareness of our sustainability initiative to the college community.  New nominees were solicited.  The committee unanimously approved John Kaufman for his leadership of the Focus the Nation program and the Sustainability Committee on Central and Genevieve Chung for her outstanding work as coordinator of the Wildflower Project on Central.

Peggy Green reported that wildflowers have been planted on all campuses, and within a few weeks we will begin seeding wildflower meadows. Student art, poster, and poetry contests will be announced on the web and to the faculty within a few days.  David Fowler sent in an update on the water conservation projects.  Sixty-one waterless urinals have been installed on North, and 38 on south.  Central will have 54 installed on 3/17/08.  The Building 10 boiler replacement is under contract that will lead to a savings of approximately $12,000 in water, gas, and insurance costs.  The well project for cooling towers is at SFWMD for permitting.

Diana Honeyblue-Monroe suggested that the committee should focus on reporting the progress we are making on our sustainability projects.  This is very essential, but a time-consuming project.  If anyone on the committee would like to volunteer to write updates to post on our website, send to On Target, or the Observer, please contact the chair.  Diana also suggested that we should add at the bottom of all emails (along with the current disclaimer) a recycling symbol and statement “think before you print.” Peggy Green was asked to set up a meeting with George Cook and Todd Alexander in the IT Department.  Diana and Peggy would represent the committee.  Zack Gilson, who would like to develop a “BCC Goes Green” webpage for Student Affairs, would also be included to present his ideas.

 Dave Fowler and Peggy Green will present the Sustainability Initiatives at BCC at an April 4 “Greening the University” conference at St. Thomas U.  Peggy announced that the AASHE conference “Working Together for Sustainability” would be held November 9 – 11 in Raleigh, N.C.  She has submitted a proposal to present the wildflower project.  Committee members are encouraged to write an SPD proposal to attend.  BCC membership in AASHE has just been renewed.  A letter explaining all the benefits of membership to each member of the college community will be shared when the announcements about Earth Day and Wildflower Week are sent out in April.

Having completed our business, the meeting was adjourned at 3:10 pm.  The next meeting will be held in the same location (19-134) at 1:00 pm on April 11.  
Respectfully submitted,

Peggy Green

