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Peggy Green called the meeting to order at 1:00pm.  The minutes of the March meeting were approved as submitted.
Georgena Bennett from South Florida Commuter Services presented a description of the free program to aid students and faculty in finding carpool partners as well as advertising all mass transit options available.  In addition to the software where interested parties can sign up for carpooling, the SFCS offers a vanpool  & free emergency taxi rides.  They begin their program with an informational campaign. An on-line survey of interest (that also educates about the program) is administered at the culmination of the campaign.  SFCS is already setting up their program for the South Florida Education Complex that includes our Central Campus.  They would also be willing to set up programs for our other campuses.  The committee voted unanimously to recommend to Mr. Pennell that the college contact Ms. Bennett so that plans can begin for providing this free program on all campuses.

The Central Campus Sustainability Committee of the Provost’s Advisory Committee has been busy planning a recycling strategy to launch in the fall.  They will be recruiting building stewards, and preparing a PowerPoint program to show to faculty, students and staff.  Their plan will be presented to the Central Campus Advisory Committee at the upcoming meeting.  In discussing improvements to the recycling program, the problem of improper handling of collected recycled materials was mentioned by Dave Fowler.  On Central Campus, he has witnessed all the recycled materials being dumped into the waste collection dumpsters.  In addition, Broward County has failed to send regular reports of the amount of recycled material collected on the campuses to the committee, and has been lax in developing educational programs to increase recycling collection.  In other words, all of the problems we have identified since the committee began working with Broward County persist.  Alex suggested that Broward County attend every other meeting so that we can constantly work to improve the quality of the program together.  At the committee’s, request, Peggy will inform next year’s committee chair of this recommendation.  South and North Campuses are interested in following Central in setting up stronger programs with greater participation.  This will be a major focus in the fall term.  On a brighter note, the student run cartridge recycling program on Central Campus plans a luncheon every year for the administrative assistants to update them on the cartridge recycling effort, and to suggest ways to increase involvement of their departments.  Students who bring in cartridges are rewarded with a t-shirt.

The issue of Styrofoam use by Lackmann, our dining services company, was discussed.  While the chair has been told it has been phased out, committee members reported that it is still in use.  Peggy will ask Lackmann about their policy and practice in all the campus dining facilities.

Committee members reported that college events are still being set up with no recycling bins.  Again, this is a problem the committee has discussed and resolved when all the Business Deans agreed to put recycling bins as a standard item on all Facilities Request forms.  According to Natalie, on the printed form, it still appears as an option.  Apparently, the Business Deans need to be reminded of their past commitment.  Peggy will send a memo.  

The Wildflower Grant has provided funds for planting both wildflower plants and seeding wildflower meadows on all campuses.  Beautiful wildflowers are now in bloom.  Wildflower seed packets have been given away at community events, and wildflower workshops for faculty and students have been given on all campuses.  The winners of the student poetry and poster contests will receive recognition on April 24 at a program in the North Campus library.  Members of the community will be joining students and staff to celebrate the creative works of our students inspired by the wildflowers.

Dave Fowler gave an update on our water conservation projects.  Ninety-eight waterless urinals have been installed on North and South, and 54 are scheduled to be installed on Central during June and July.  Six water wells that will save 6 million gallons of water per year are in for permits at SFWMD.  In June, the gas boiler used to heat water on Central (which is no longer needed) is scheduled to be replaced with a more efficient, lower capacity heater.   

The Sustainability Policy is still waiting to be reviewed before going to the Board.  Alex Denis volunteered to follow up, as the policy was submitted with the Procurement Department policies that are scheduled to be reviewed soon.

Diana and Peggy met with representatives from IT (Karen Peruzzi, Todd Alexander and Chip DiComo) to discuss several sustainability issues.  Chip will work on determining how to add a tree logo and statement “Please consider the environment before printing this email” to the signature on Groupwise.  It was suggested that the committee ask President’s Council to make this statement standard for all email rather than asking individuals to add it.  It would make a statement regarding BCC’s commitment to environmental stewardship.  In addition, the President’s Council would have to approve placing a sustainability logo (perhaps a modification of our current committee logo) on the home page.  It would link to our webpage, with information about our sustainable projects.  In addition, in the future, a Student Affairs “BCC Goes Green” webpage, if developed as suggested by Zack Gilson, could also link to this logo.  In response to a request from Jarrod Hersh, Karen Peruzzi will post instructions with illustrations for how to print double-sided using copiers and printers.  When completed, an announcement will appear on the BCC webpage linking to the tutorial.

Mr. Pennell asked the committee to give input on the job description for a new position, Director of Sustainability.  Dave Fowler has sent Mr. Pennell examples of job descriptions from other institutions, and passed out copies of a description he recommended.  Since he is familiar with the template HR is now using for job descriptions, Alex Denis volunteered to review the description and put it into the proper format and then submit to Mr. Pennell.  All committee members were encouraged to send their comments about the sample job description to Alex.

Peggy told the committee that President Armstrong did not want to sign the President’s Climate Commitment because it required that the college pledge to use resources to implement policies that would reduce our carbon footprint.  The committee agreed that we should recommend he consider signing the Talloires Agreement, a pledge to work toward sustainable operations and teach sustainable principles.  The president of Miami Dade College signed this document last year. 

The committee chair received an email from Todd Jaspers complimenting the college for installing the waterless urinals and recommending the installation of inexpensive low-flow faucet aerators to save more water.  Dave Fowler will recommend this to the Physical Plant managers on each campus.  Peggy will write a letter of thanks to Todd. 

After announcements regarding Earth Day, Wildflower Week, the State Sustainability Conference in October and the AASHE conference in November, the meeting was adjourned at 3:15 pm.  The next meeting will be held in September.
Respectfully submitted,

Peggy Green

