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The meeting was called to order at 1:05 pm by David Fowler, who conducted the meeting for the first few minutes until the chair arrived. The minutes of the October 10 meeting were approved.

To update the committee, Dave Fowler informed the committee that the College Sustainability Policy is still being reviewed by the college attorney.  Peggy Green informed the committee that the revised compliance report (emailed to the committee) was given to the Board of Trustees by Mr. Pennell.

Jimmy Chica reported that Focus the Nation activities on Central Campus are taking shape.

In order for faculty to have the resources they need to include a global warming discussion in their classes, it was decided to ask the Learning Resources/Libraries on all campuses to order appropriate videos for use by faculty including An Inconvenient Truth, Kilowatt Hours, Who Killed the Electric Car, and Hurry Up.  In addition, a page will be developed on our website to include links to videos on the Focus the Nation website among others.  Other resources to pursue include Too Hot to Handle and Planet in Peril (both CNN specials). Research librarians on all campuses have offered to help faculty find resources in their disciplines. David Shulman suggested that he could also link to a blog so that students and faculty could discuss the various solutions proposed for global warming (on the Focus the Nation website as well as additional plans) prior to the January 24 Focus the Nation activities.  It was also decided to have a forum on Central Campus with FAU where state and federal politicians will be invited to listen to our students views on global warming solutions and to give them an opportunity to respond.  Joe Castillo will develop materials to place on the resource page that represents the argument that global warming is not a human caused problem in order for students to learn how to critically analyze credible sources of information.

On Nov. 15, North Campus will hold an interdisciplinary forum on global warming with faculty from wellness, sociology, English, and environmental science discussing the issue from the perspective of their disciplines.  Plans are underway for similar interdisciplinary discussions on January 24.  A student panel discussing a novel based on the future where global warming has changed the earth is also planned for the 24th.

Both North and South Campuses have plans to improve recycling by recruiting volunteers to become building or department stewards.  There was no report from South Campus.

Those who attended the State Sustainability Conference at FSU (Dave Fowler, Marybeth Burton, and Peggy Green) commented on the great networking and tremendous progress being made by institutions that are funding sustainable initiatives.  An important suggestion made by Tom Kimmerer, executive director of AASHE, was to make sure sustainable practices are made visible to the campus community.  We discussed the possibility of signage in restrooms to highlight recycled paper and water efficient plumbing.  The campuses are encouraged to pilot such signs in some restrooms to see if graffiti becomes a problem and to explore other ways to make our initiatives more visible.

The Campus Sustainability Day Webcast on North had the largest participation at BCC in the five years of the event.  The program highlighted excellent college sustainability programs that showed what can be done at institutions with sustainability directors.  Bill McKibbin emphasized the importance of involving students in working to change policy (Focus the Nation & Step It Up) coupled with individual actions to address global warming and other environmental issues so important to our future.

President Armstrong has given the go ahead to fund two of the projects the committee recommended:  waterless urinals and the well project.  Dave Fowler has conducted an inventory of all plumbing fixtures in the college.  Since there are not enough funds to replace all toilets with low flow, he proposed a cost effective alternative that is only $35 per fixture.  It would allow users to place a lever in the up position when flushing unless solids are present to reduce water usage by 35%.  There is a sign that will be installed next to the device to let users know the importance of putting the lever in the correct position.  The committee voted unanimously to recommend that the college install Upper Cut Dual Flush Handles at the time the waterless urinals are installed.  The committee also recommends that an announcement accompany installation of the water efficient fixtures to inform the college of their advantages.

Bill Pennell sent an email to Lackman suggesting that our dining services company look into instituting sustainable dining practices because BCC is adopting sustainable practices in all college operations.  There is a webcast on this topic coming up Nov. 7, and Mr. Pennell suggested that sustainable dining practices should be included in upcoming discussions between Lackman and BCC.

As soon as the campuses approve the placement of the Trash to Treasure barrels, MaryBeth Burton will request the barrels.  Jill Thompson is working on coordinating this project and the committee is awaiting her report.

Three people have been nominated to be named Sustainability Superstars:  Curt Liner who works on the landscaping crew on Central, Fred Searcy who is a faculty member on South, and our own committee member Natalie Osterhoudt, also a faculty member on South.  All were unanimously approved.  They will be recognized at the next Colleague Recognition Day ceremony to take place in February.  David Shulman has updated our website with the Superstars named last year.

Several ideas submitted by Sean Devaney to save energy were supported by the committee:  1) upgrading inefficient crank windows in Bldg. 99 to energy efficient windows; 2) Build containment areas for composting yard waste and hire a firm to do the chipping; 3) re-lamp classrooms and office areas annually to improve efficiency, save labor costs, and maintain a more productive environment; 4) contract with a firm to service parking lot lights regularly to improve efficiency.  The committee also has recommended for years that at least a portion of the parking lot lights be turned off after midnight when there should be no one in the parking lots.  Peggy will send these recommendations to Mr. Pennell.  

The issue of building temperature was discussed, and it has been reported that some rooms have been raised to 75 degrees, but others are still uncomfortably cold.  Dave Fowler suggested that those who feel their room is out of the target range of 75 degrees plus or minus one degree, should email him so that the temperature can be adjusted.  

The committee agreed with the suggestion given to Peggy Green that it is time to remind employees to turn off all computers and peripheral devices when they leave.  Peggy will contact Patti Barney to see if there are any updates to include.  This announcement can be combined with the announcement concerning adjusting room temperatures in a college wide email.

Committee members were reminded of the upcoming workshops on water conservation. The meeting was adjourned at 3:15 pm.  The next meeting will be held in the same location (19-134) at 1:00 pm on January 11.  Each campus is encouraged to work on sustainable initiatives on their campuses in the interim, and report progress at the next meeting.
Respectfully submitted,

Peggy Green

