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Research Title:  The Learning Community: Is It an Effective Teaching Method for College Prep Reading and English Classes? 
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1. State the problem/idea you researched/examined.

In College Prep English and Reading courses, student success on state exit finals as well in the completion of course requirements continues to be a big problem for the college.  Kris Volpi and I created a learning community of students in which the same 25 students were obligated to attend and complete the requirements for a paired REA 006 and ENC 0021 with shared assignments.  Our hope was that by keeping the same students together in both classes and linking our class assignments, we could create an environment that is more conducive to learning than a traditional classroom.  

2. Provide a summary of the results of your research.

During the Fall 2004 term, Kris and I created one community with 19 students included in the cohort.  We each compared the success and overall experience these students experienced to those in a traditional, non-paired REA 006 and ENC 0021 class.  

3. Please describe the methods you used to evaluate the effectiveness of your project. Include any quantitative and/or qualitative supporting data.

We kept all assignments the same in both a control group (traditional classroom) and the learning communities classes.  We gave the same tests to both groups of students, and students were required to complete the lab hours for both classes (16 for REA and 16 for ENC); in addition, they were expected to successfully pass the REA exit exam and ENC 0021 skills and essay exit exams.  Students’ were asked to voice their perceptions as to whether the cohort concept improved their experience and chances for success. 

4. If applicable, identify what prevented you from achieving maximum results.

 There were several problems for the beginning:  First, identifying and educating students about the values of participating in the program was impossible since counseling was not yet aware of these benefits.  At the last minute, we ended up getting students to sign up by setting up a table and catching them outside Registration.  During Term ii, the level of student we got to sign up was extremely low level and immature.  These students were those that had very little motivation for school and often stayed in class only because they “had no other place to be.”  Another problem that kept the program from being effective is the required 32 lab hours.  Many students also have lab hours required for their prep math classes, and the lab hour requirement led many students to drop one class or another, thereby eliminating the students from the cohort.  

5. Please attach copies of any evaluation forms (or a summary of those forms) that you used.

See attached. In general, In term I, for the first time in the 7 years I have taught Prep II, ALL students who took the state exit exams in ENC 0021 PASSED! In the Control group that was not the case.  In addition, students said they enjoyed the experience and built stronger bonds with other cohort students, which in turn made them feel more comfortable during the class.  In Term II, however, there was an extremely high drop rate as a result of the poor level of students, the lab hour requirement, and poor attendance.  It is important to note that cohort students still did slightly better than traditional classroom students during term II.  

6. Specifically, how do you intend to share the results of your classroom research with the BCC community?

Kris and I have given several presentations at several College-wide Learning Communities programs during both Terms I and II, 2004-2005.  In addition, on April 1, 2005, at Rolling Hills Country Club, as part of the Spring Learning Communities Symposium, Kris and I participated in a faculty-led workshop in which we answered faculty questions regarding teaching learning communities.  The Evaluations from the workshop were excellent.  I have also talked individually to many of my peers about my experiences.  

7. In what ways might faculty from other disciplines apply your research?

There are many proven and significant reasons faculty from all disciplines should be encouraged to teach using the Learning Community model.  Teaching thematically across two or more disciplines builds students’ bonds and their enthusiasm in college.  The students also learn to apply the knowledge gained in one course to another discipline.  Linking students in smaller groups within the communities also increases their participation and their abilities to learn the coursework at more than a superficial level (as often happens in traditional classrooms taught using only lecture.)  

8. Other comments about your research that you wish to discuss with the T/LC or ideas for future follow-up studies in your discipline or other disciplines.

As part of a college-wide initiative to use Learning Communities, many teachers are expressing an interest in learning the power of linking their assignments across disciplines.  In end of the term surveys, students say they would recommed Learning Communities to friends and would sign up eagerly to take another Learning Communities class.  
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