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Or, my Chinese name…

啤酒



Faculty Qualification Standards

What are faculty standards?
Criteria must meet in order to teach specific 
courses at BC

Who sets these standards?
SACS…



What’s the Big Deal?

• Why take it seriously?
• Faculty credentials is THE MOST 

COMMONLY CITED AREA FOR NON-
COMPLIANCE in a SACS review– roughly
90% of institutions are cited.



Zero Tolerance for Non-
Compliance

• IF EVEN ONE FACULTY MEMBER AT A BC 
INTERNATIONAL CENTER IS OUT OF 
COMPLIANCE, THE ENTIRE INSTITUTION IS 
OUT OF COMPLIANCE



Completed International Center Data Sheet
CV or Resume
Academic Transcripts (original or true 
certified copy)
Third party commercial evaluation of 
academic credentials from non-U.S. 
institutions (Josef Silny or World Education 
Services [WES]) 
Official Translations, if necessary
Submit to Scott Mason - District Director for 
International Education



“REGIONALLY ACCREDITED”
Degrees must be either from:
• A regionally accredited institution 

in the US
• An institution from outside the US 

whose degrees are the equivalent 
to degrees earned at a regionally 
accredited institution in the US

• US Department of Education has 
list of regionally accredited 
colleges and universities 
http://ope.ed.gov/accreditation/Se
arch.aspx

http://ope.ed.gov/accreditation/Search.aspx


Example of Documentation:
Silny Evaluation



“REGIONALLY ACCREDITED”



Example of Documentation:
Transcript

 

Certified True 
Copy

Signed and 
Dated



Example of Documentation:
Transcript Translation



GENERAL GUIDELINES FOR 
CREDENTIALING

Type of Course Faculty Qualification Required

General Education courses
or

Baccalaureate courses

*Doctorate or Master’s degree in the teaching discipline
or

*Master’s Degree with 18 graduate hours in the teaching 
discipline

Associate Degree courses that transfer 
to a baccalaureate degree

*Doctorate or Master’s degree in the teaching discipline
or

*Master’s Degree with 18 graduate hours in the teaching 
discipline

Associate Degree courses that won’t 
transfer to a baccalaureate degree

*Bachelor’s degree in the teaching discipline
or

*Associate’s degree and demonstrated competencies in 
the teaching discipline.

Developmental courses *Bachelor’s degree in a discipline related to the 
teaching assignment.



WHERE THE REQUIREMENTS COME 
FROM – THE BC CREDENTIALING 

MANUAL



WHERE THE REQUIREMENTS COME 
FROM – THE CREDENTIALING 

MANUAL

• LISTS THE REQUIREMENTS FOR 
TEACHING IN EACH DISCIPLINE



Other Qualifications to Consider
(Beyond the Highest Earned Degree)?

• Undergraduate Degree
• Related Work Experience in the Field
• Certifications
• Honors and Awards
• Documented Excellence in Teaching

.
For all cases, the institution is 
responsible for justifying and 
documenting the qualifications of its 
faculty.



Faculty Credentialing Standards 

International Centers
vs.

Academic Affiliates

Are the standards less 
rigorous for BC 
Academic Affiliates?



Faculty Credentialing Examples 

Real-Life Case #1. 
What do you think???

Faculty Credential:
Degree: MBA
School: University of Pittsburgh
Coursework includes:  18 graduate hours of accounting
Other: Licensed CPA



Faculty Credentialing Examples 

What Does the Manual Say?



Faculty Credentialing Examples 

The Manual Also Says:



Faculty Credentialing Examples 

The Manual Also Says:



Faculty Credentialing Examples 

The Manual Also Says:



Faculty Credentialing Examples 

Real-Life Case #1. 
What do you think???

Faculty Credential:
Degree: MBA
School: University of Pittsburgh
Coursework includes:  18 graduate hours of accounting
Other: Licensed CPA



Faculty Credentialing Examples 

Real-Life Case #2 

What do you think???

Faculty Credential:

Degree: M.A. in English

School: Boston University 



Faculty Credentialing Examples 

What Does the Manual Say?



Faculty Credentialing Examples 

What Does the Manual Say?

CRW



Faculty Credentialing Examples 

What Does the Manual Say?



Faculty Credentialing Examples 

What Does the Manual Say?



Faculty Credentialing Examples 

Real-Life Case #2 

What do you think???

Faculty Credential:

Degree: M.A. in English

School: Boston University 



Faculty Credentialing Examples 
Real-Life Case #3 

What do you think???
Faculty Credential:

Degree: Master of Applied Linguistics
School: La Trobe University (Australia)
Silny States: Degree is the equivalent of the US degree of 

Master of Arts in Linguistics earned at a regionally accredited 
institution of higher learning in the US.



Faculty Credentialing Examples 

What Does the Manual Say?



Faculty Credentialing Examples 

What Does the Manual Say?



Faculty Credentialing Examples 
Real-Life Case #3 

What do you think???
Faculty Credential:

Degree: Master of Applied Linguistics
School: La Trobe University (Australia)
Silny States: Degree is the equivalent of the US degree of 

Master of Arts in Linguistics earned at a regionally accredited 
institution of higher learning in the US.



Faculty Credentialing Examples 
Real-Life Case #4 

What do you think???
Faculty Credential:

Degree: Ph.D. in Material Physics
School: Sungkyunkwan University (Korea)
Silny States: Degree is the equivalent of the US degree of 

Doctor of Philosophy in Physics earned at a regionally 
accredited institution of higher learning in the US.



Faculty Credentialing Examples 

What Does the Manual Say?

Also…
Those with Physics and 

Engineering degrees can often 
be approved to teach Math 

courses



Faculty Credentialing Examples 

What Does the Manual NOT Say?

• Dissertation in the field
• Peer-reviewed publication
• Previous teaching experience



Faculty Credentialing Examples 
Real-Life Case #4 

What do you think???
Faculty Credential:

Degree: Ph.D. in Material Physics
School: Sungkyunkwan University (Korea)
Silny States: Degree is the equivalent of the US degree of 

Doctor of Philosophy in Physics earned at a regionally 
accredited institution of higher learning in the US.



Faculty Credentialing Examples 

Real-Life Case #5 

What do you think???

Faculty Credential:

Degree: M.S. in Theology

School: Southwest Baptist Theological Seminary



Faculty Credentialing Examples 

What Does the Manual Say?

What about teaching 
Philosophy or Ethics?



Faculty Credentialing Examples 

What Does the Manual Say?

NO!
Cannot teach PHI 

courses



• English Language Skills
• Experience with or the ability to adopt  

American teaching styles
 Rote memorization vs. critical thinking
 Lecture focused vs. various instructional methods
 Focus on student engagement and success
 Utilizing multiple student assessments and 

techniques

Other Important Considerations
to Become a BC Faculty



And Finally…

Build a Strong Cadre of BC Qualified 
Faculty

• Faculty Staffing – A responsibility of each Center
• Always be ready with a back-up plan
• Have depth on your faculty roster
• BC can try to help, but we can’t always come 

through
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