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LAST REVIEW: 2010—2011     NEXT REVIEW:  2015—2016     STATUS:  A 
         (i.e. 2006-2007)             (i.e.  2011-2012)       (A, I, D) 
 

COURSE TITLE:  Fiction Writing 
 

COMMON COURSE NUMBER:  CRW 1100 
 

CREDIT HOURS: 3    CONTACT HOUR BREAKDOWN 
                (Per 16 week term) 
 

CLOCK HOURS:        Lecture:  48  Lab:   
       (Voc. Course ONLY) 

          Clinic:    Other:   
 

PREREQUISITE(S): Eligibility for ENC 1101  
 

COREQUISITE(S):  None 
 

PRE/COREQUISITE(S):  None 
 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION :  Lectures, readings, craft analysis, discussions, writing exercises, and 

workshops provide students with the opportunity to analyze fiction and practice the craft of writing 

fiction.  The course is structured toward producing literary fiction.  Student writing and master 

writers’ works will be the primary basis for critical discussion, with an emphasis on the 

fundamental aspects of fiction. A student must earn a grade of ―C‖ or higher to meet the 

requirements of the Gordon rule. 
 

General Education Requirements – Associate of Arts Degree (AA), meets Area(s):  Area 2A 

General Education Requirements – Associate in Science Degree (AS), meets Area(s):  Area 2 

General Education Requirements – Associate in Applied Science Degree (AAS), meets Area(s): Area  

 
 

UNIT TITLES 
 

1. Discovery, Invention, Creation, and Revision 

   

2. Analyzing and Critiquing Fiction  
 

3. Plot  
 

4. Characterization  
 

5. Narrative Points of View  
 

6. Tropes  
 

7. Work Shops and Publishing 
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*** Complete the following only if course is seeking general education status *** 

 

GENERAL EDUCATION Competencies and Skills *: 
In the box to the right of the Competency/Skill, enter all specific student learning outcome unit numbers, as indicated in the course outline 

 (i.e. 1.1, 2.7, 4.2, 4.0 and 5.12) that apply. 
 

*General Education Competencies and Skills endorsed by 2010-2011 General Education Task Force 

**Required Competencies 

1) Read with critical comprehension. 

The student will be introduced to the basic texts, concepts, vocabulary, and methods necessary for developing 

an understanding of the discipline and meeting the required benchmarks as stated in the course outline. 

2) Write clearly and coherently. 

The student will demonstrate an understanding and mastery of subject matter in a variety of ways, including 

writing. Writing activities may include both graded and ungraded essays, short answer quizzes, summaries, 

reactions, journals, and various other reports. 

3) Demonstrate and apply literacy across all the disciplines (indicate which ones apply). 

a) Information literacy means understanding how to locate needed information, using the appropriate 

technology for the task, managing and evaluating the extracted information and using it effectively and 

ethically. 

b) Technology literacy is the ability to responsibly and effectively use appropriate technology to access, 

manage, integrate, or create information, and/or use technology to accomplish a given task. 

c) Workplace literacy is having the appropriate knowledge and skills to communicate and work with 

others effectively and perform job duties, whether it is through the use of computers and/or other 

technology. 

d) Cultural literacy is recognizing, understanding, and appreciating the similarities and differences 

between one’s own culture and the cultures of others through a study of the arts, customs, beliefs, 

values, and history that define a culture. 

e) Quantitative literacy is having the ability to formulate, solve and interpret mathematical/statistical 
operations and graphical/tabular representations to make informed decisions. 

f) Scientific literacy means understanding the methodology and application of the scientific process, the 

physical and biological worlds, and recognizing that scientific knowledge is continuously updated or 

revised as new information is discovered. 

 

Course must include all of the following:  

1.  Read with critical comprehension** 1.0, 2.1, 2.2, 2.3, 2.4, 3.1, 3.2, 4.1, 4.2, 5.1, 6.1 

2.  Write clearly and coherently** 1.1, 1.2, 1.5, 1.5.2, 1.6, 3.3, 3.3.1, 3.3.2, 3.3.3, 3.3.4, 3.5, 3.7, 

3.8, 4.3, 4.7, 4.8, 5.2, 5.3, 5.4, 5.5, 6.2, 6.3, 6.4, 6.4 

3.  Demonstrate literacy as appropriate within a given 

     discipline** 

1.3, 1.5, 1.5.2, 1.6, 7.1, 7.2, 7.3, 7.4 (c),  

2.1, 3.1, 4.1, 4.2, 5.1, 6.1 (d) 

 

4.  Apply problem solving skills or methods to make  

      informed decisions in a variety of contexts** 

1.3, 1.5, 1.6, 2.2, 2.3, 3.3, 3.3.1, 3.3.2, 3.3.3, 3.3.4, 3.7, 3.8, 

4.3, 4.4, 4.6, 5.6, 6.3 

 

Course must include at least one of the following:  

5. Differentiate between ethical and unethical behavior  

6. Demonstrate an understanding of the physical, 

    biological, and social environments and how individual 

    behaviors impact this complex system. 

 

7.  Demonstrate an understanding of and appreciation for 

     human diversities and commonalities. 

2.5, 4.5, 4.9, 5.1, 6.1, 6.5 

8.  Speak and listen effectively.  
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g) Environmental literacy is creating a context within which environmental issues can be viewed, imparting 

knowledge to enhance one’s ability to analyze the issues, make the connections between humans’ decisions and 

actions and the challenges facing the environment, and instilling the desire to sustain the environment through 

ethical practices in both one’s professional and personal lives. 

 

4. Apply problem-solving skills or methods to make informed decisions in a variety of contexts. 

The student will use acquired skills or methods to recognize, analyze, adapt, and apply critical 

thinking to solve problems and make informed decisions. 
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EVALUATION:  
 

In the box to the right of the Methods of Assessment, enter all specific learning outcome numbers (i.e. 1.1, 2.7, 4.0, 4.2 and 5.12) that apply. 
 

1.   Portfolio 1.4, 1.5, 3.3,  

2.   Short essays 2.1, 2.2, 2.3, 2.4, 2.5, 3.1, 3.2, 4.1, 4.2, 5.1, 6.1 

3.   Research Papers 2.1, 3.1, 4.1, 5.1, 6.1, 7.2 

4.   Group projects 2.1, 2.2, 2.3, 2.4, 2.5, 3.1, 3.2, 4.1, 4.2, 5.1, 6.1, 7.1, 7.2 

5.    Discussions (In class and online) 2.1, 2.2, 2.3, 2.4, 2.5, 3.1, 3.2, 4.1, 4.2, 5.1, 6.1, 7.1, 7.2 

6.    Multiple Choice tests 2.1, 2.2, 2.3, 2.4, 2.5, 3.1, 3.2, 4.1, 4.2, 5.1, 6.1 

7.    Presentations 2.1, 2.2, 2.3, 2.4, 2.5, 3.1, 4.1, 4.2, 5.1, 6.1, 7.2 

8.    Service Learning Projects  

9.    Quizzes (pop, announced, etc.) 2.1, 2.2, 2.3, 2.4, 2.5, 3.1, 3.2, 4.1, 4.2, 5.1, 6.1 

10.  Take-home tests 2.1, 2.2, 2.3, 2.4, 2.5, 3.1, 3.2, 4.1, 4.2, 5.1, 6.1 

11.  Summaries, critiques, and analyses  2.1, 2.2, 2.3, 2.4, 2.5, 3.1, 3.2, 4.1, 4.2, 5.1, 6.1, 7.1 

12.  Reaction papers 2.1, 2.2, 2.3, 2.4, 2.5, 3.1, 3.2, 4.1, 4.2, 5.1, 6.1 

13. Surveys  

14. Performance  

15.  Short answer tests 2.1, 2.2, 2.3, 2.4, 2.5, 3.1, 3.2, 4.1, 4.2, 5.1, 6.1 

16.  Classroom debates and colloquia 2.1, 2.2, 2.3, 2.4, 2.5, 3.1, 4.1, 4.2, 5.1, 6.1, 7.1 

17.  Blogs, wikis, web pages 2.1, 2.2, 2.3, 2.4, 2.5, 3.1, 4.1, 5.1, 6.1 

18.  Other (Please explain)  
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Common Course Number:  CRW 1100 

 

UNITS 

 
Unit 1 Discovery, Invention, Creation, and Revision 

 

  General Outcome:   

 

1.0 The student shall develop strategies for locating and collecting source materials 

that inform the creative process; employ the use of concrete imagery and other 

techniques for re-creating experience; and apply strategies of revision to 

original drafts.  

 

 

Specific Measurable Learning Outcomes:   

 Upon successful completion of this unit, the students shall be able to:   

 

1.1 Recognize and apply the writing prompts and strategies of creative 

writers and teachers such as Julia Cameron, Natalie Goldberg, and Anne 

Lamott. 

1.2 Employ the imagination, observation and direct experiences in a multi-

faceted world to create works of literary art. 

1.3 Apply the steps of the creative process – invention, drafting, revising, 

editing and proofreading – to the process of crafting original work. 

1.4 Generate topics for writing through activities such as freewriting, 

brainstorming, journaling, interviewing, reading, researching, listing, 

writers’ podcasts, or modeling. 

1.5 Compose drafts of original works based on and informed by the 

discovery and invention process. 

1.5.1 Apply such techniques as the pyramid and snowflake methods 

of plot construction 

1.5.2 Write character synopses or snapshots  

1.6 Apply a variety of revision techniques to working drafts, such as 

reframing, restructuring, editing, and proofreading to produce original 

works of poetry, fiction, dramatic vignette and other literary forms. 
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Unit 2 Analyzing and Critiquing Fiction 

 

  General Outcome:   

 

2.0 The students shall read master writers’ works and examine elements of fiction 

such as plot structure, setting, narrative point-of-view, conflict, character 

development, and dialogue.  

 

Specific Measurable Learning Outcomes:   

 Upon successful completion of this unit, the students shall be able to:   

 

2.1 Analyze and critically respond to short stories by writers such as Anton Chekhov, Kate Chopin, 

Chinua Achebe, Jorge Luis Borges, Chinua Achebe, Margaret Atwood, Isabel Allende and Edwidge Danticat 

in order to better comprehend short story structures and strategies for creating short stories. 

  

2.2   Examine a story’s plot structure, paying close attention to pacing, aesthetic distance, flash backs, 

flash forwards, and the surprise factor.  

 

 2.3   Evaluate the author’s creative and stylistic strategies, which may include tone, voice, foibles, 

images, themes, and other textual patterns. 

 

 2.4   Analyze narrative techniques with critical comprehension. 

 

 2.5 Relate a cultural and aesthetic sensitivity when responding to master writers. 
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Common Course Number:  CRW 1100 

 
 Unit 3 Understanding Plot 

 

  General Outcome:   

 

3.0 The students shall demonstrate an understanding of the elements of plot. 

 

 

Specific Measurable Learning Outcomes:   

 Upon successful completion of this unit, the students shall be able to:   

 

 3.1   Analyze and critically respond to short stories by writers that exemplify the elements of plot 

such as Isabel Allende, T. C. Boyle, Anton Chekov, Ernest Hemingway, and Joyce Carol Oates. 

 

3.2   Distinguish between logical, episodic, and cyclic plots. 

 

 3.3   Construct and employ the elements of linear and non-linear story structure 

3.3.1 Create the narrative of a story using the traditional pyramid elements of plot to show 

         setting, complication, rising tension, climax, and dénouement. 

3.3.2 Examine a non-linear story that does not conform to a pyramid model. 

3.3.3 Begin chronologically or in media res. 

3.3.4 Select details appropriate to advance the plot. 

 

3.4 Construct and employ nuanced elements of setting, including the physical, cultural and 

chronological dimensions. 

 

3.5 Create a cultural context for the story. 

 

3.6 Appraise the relationship between personal experience and the creation of fiction. 

 

3.7 Select details appropriate to advance the plot. 

 

 3.8 Create a satisfying ending without predictable devises. 

 

 3.9 Relate a cultural and aesthetic understanding when creating original stories on timeless or 

contemporary issues. 
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Common Course Number:  CRW 1100 

 
 Unit 4 Understanding Characterization 

 

  General Outcome:   

 

4.0 The students shall demonstrate an understanding of characterization. 

 

 

Specific Measurable Learning Outcomes:   

 Upon successful completion of this unit, the students shall be able to:   

 

 4.1 Analyze and critically respond to short stories by writers that exemplify the elements of 

characterization such as Chinua Achebe, Yukio Mishima, Alice Munro, Flannery O’Connor, and Richard 

Wright. 

 

4.2 Identify types of characters such as primary, secondary, stereotyped, unique, flat, and round 

characters. 

 

 4.3 Create believable characters that act within the story’s plotline.  

 

 4.4 Devise a character’s motive for action and inaction.  

 

 4.5 Relate a cultural and aesthetic sensitivity when creating characters. 

 

 4.6 Experiment with subtext and interplay of characters. 

 

 4.7 Devise properly formatted dialogue that reveals character and creates dramatic impact. 

  

 4.8 Employ coherent, realistic dialogue that is ―in character‖ and reveals the character. 

 

4.9 Relate a cultural and aesthetic sensitivity when creating dialogue and/or dialect that shows an 

appreciation for human diversities and commonalities. 
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Common Course Number:  CRW 1100 

 
 Unit 5 Understanding Narrative Points of View 

 

  General Outcome:   

 

5.0 The students shall recognize types of narration and employ the appropriate 

point-of-view when creating a work of fiction. 

 

 

Specific Measurable Learning Outcomes:   

 Upon successful completion of this unit, the students shall be able to:   

 

 5.1 Analyze and critically respond to short stories by writers that exemplify the elements of narration 

such as Roberto Bolaño, Sandra Cisneros, Kate Chopin, William Faulkner, and James Joyce.   

 

5.2 Compose a work of fiction using first-person narration. 

 

 5.3 Compose a work of fiction using second-person narration. 

 

 5.4 Compose a work of fiction using third-person limited narration.  

 

 5.5 Compose a work of fiction using third-person omniscient narration. 

 

 5.6 Manage shifts in point-of-view.  
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Common Course Number:  CRW 1100 

 
 Unit 6 Understanding Tropes 

 

  General Outcome:   

 

6.0 The students shall employ various tropes when writing short stories.   

 

 

Specific Measurable Learning Outcomes:   

 Upon successful completion of this unit, the students shall be able to:   

 

 6.1 Analyze and critically respond to short stories by writers that exemplify the masterful use of 

tropes such as John Barthes, Edwidge Danticat, Lydia Davis, Jamaica Kincaid, and Gabriel Garcia 

Marquez. 

 

6.2 Compose stories that include figures of speech such as metaphor, simile, personification, 

metonymy, and synecdoche. 

 

 6.3 Compose stories that include word play and puns such as antanaclasis and paronomasia. 

 

 6.4 Employ the multiple use of concrete imagery and other techniques for re-creating the experience 

of the five senses. 

 

 6.5 Relate a cultural and aesthetic sensitivity when employing tropes. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



BBRROOWWAARRDD  CCOOLLLLEEGGEE  

CCOOUURRSSEE  OOUUTTLLIINNEE  
 

 

 Page 11 of 11 

 
 Unit 7 Understanding Work Shops and Publishing 

 

  General Outcome:   

 

7.0 The students shall understand the process of preparing a work of fiction for an 

audience and shall understand the market for publishing original works. 

 

 

Specific Measurable Learning Outcomes:   

 Upon successful completion of this unit, the students shall be able to:   

 

7.1 Examine the creative works of class peers individually and collaboratively in face-to-face and 

online workshop settings. 

 

7.2 Examine markets for publication such as college literary magazines, writer’s blogs, e-zines and 

other online forms of e-publishing by identifying and evaluating sources such as Poets and Writer’s 

Magazine, the AWP Writer’s Chronicle, and Writer’s Digest, as well as online market lists. 

 

7.3 Distinguish between self-publishing and subsidy publishing. 

 

7.4 Compose cover letters, query letters, and revised manuscripts for submission. 

 

7.5 Relate a cultural and aesthetic sensitivity when responding to professional and peer work. 

 

7.6 Recognize the values that underlie professional or peer work. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


